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Lording it over the Conſciences, Liber- 


ties,and Eftates both of Keng and People, 


— 


Toall thoſe that Love either their Religion, their Prince, 
their Country, or Themſelves. 


d PPAR 1H, and noleft than All This, is the Import of the 

=m —o AIMatter in Queſtion. The Governmeut #5 charg*d 
| POR -by a FaCtion ro be Tyrannically, and Popithly 
Aﬀetted ; and This Pamphlet ts to Prove, that the 
very Faction which charges This upon the Govern- 
ment, * in af Matters Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, 
Publick ard Particular, rhe great Impoſer, and 


Uſurper it ſelf. 

But before I enter upon the Subjeft, I do here previouſly Swear by 
the Hopes of a Chriſtian, that I am not mov'd to this Diſcourſe by 
any Byaſi, either of Partiality, or Faction ;, That I have no Aver- 
ſion to the Party, any further than as T find them the Mortal Enemies 
of our Government, Laws and Freedoms ; and that in the Proſecu- 
tion of this Argument, I will not Prefs one Syllable, ( according to 
the beſt of my Skill, and Knowledge ) beyond the ſftritt Limits of 
Truth, andReaſon ; My Pargoſe being only to Uncover the Pit, 
Mat the Unwary may not a ſecond time run Headlongs into the ſame 
A 2 Preci- 
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Precipice, I ſhall begin with the Platform of the Scottiſh Presby.. 


tery, and ſhew you the Soveraign, andUnaccomptable Power which 
that Tudicatory claims to it ſelf. My next work will be, to. ob ſerve 
the Harmony betwixt Simeon and Levi ; Their Conſfiſtorians, and 
Ours, 4» theFrame, and Seope of, their Diſcipline.” 1: the next 
place, well Chmpare their;Poſitions,.. and then conclude, with 4Viey 
of their Uſurparions, Arbitrary Prattices, and Proceedings + and 
all This, extratted from the Undeniable Memorials, and Record; of 
the Times, and Attzons, whereof 'we are about to Treat ; and ing 
few word5,as may beg-to ſpcak, Home tout, and Clear, 


-—— —— CE — 


T he Platform of the Seottaſh Presbytery.; 


W He Presbyterial Government has Four Tudicatories.. A Pare 
 Chial Seſſion ; A Presbyterial C onſiſtory ; A Provincial Sy. 
nod; and A General Aſſembly. | 

The Parochial Seſſion is conſtituted of One Miniſter, or more 
with a Competent number of Lay-Elders ( their Presbyteri non Do- 
centes )and Deacons.' . It meets once a Week, or oftner, if.there 
be occaſion, and takes Cognizance of all Parochzal Caſes concern- 
ing External Order,and Cenſure. If there be but One Miniſter in the 
Pariſh, he is Conſtant Moderatorr : If More, they take their 


Turns as they can agree. upon't , and they are all of them Equal Þ 


in Honour, and Juriſdiction. There paſles no Act without the 
Joynt Conſent of the Anifter, Lay-Elders, and Deacons; or Pla 
rality of Votes ;, and Note, that. the Miniſter has no Caſting Voice, 
The Power of Binding, or Looſing ; of Cinſures Eccleſraſtical; 
and of External Order, and Worſhip, is Radically, and Equally in 
all ; So that the Lay-Elders, and Deacons haye as much the Power 
of the Keys, as the Miniſters, 

To ſupport this Juriſdiftion,they have their Four Sacred Orders, 
whichthey challenge to be of Dgvine Right, Firſt, Their Preach: 
ing Elders ( whom they call Miniſters.,.) Secondly, Doctors ( 
Univerſity Profeſſors. ) 


Thirdly, Lay, or Ruling Elders, . who f 


have as.much Authority in the Debate, and Deciſion of Mattersof 
Faith, Worſhip, Polity, Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures; as the Preach- 


ing-Elders. Fourthly, Deacons. Take notice that their Lay- 


Elders, and Deacons are Annual, and conſequently one Year # 


cxed, and another Profanc... | 
"This 
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_ This Seffion meddlesonly with things Parechial, as the Order- 
ing of the Pariſh-Church, and Peculiar Service ;, the Cenſure of 
Leſſer Scandals; as Fornication, Drunkenneſs, Scolding, Sab- - 
bath-breaking, &c. And in difficult Caſes, they. apply them- 
ſelves tothe Presbytery, 

In their Cenſures, they impoſe Civil Puniſhments, and Fines ; 
they Impriſon Offenders at pleaſure ; Cart them through the 
Town; ſet them in Pillories ; Shave one half of their: Heads ; 
Cut off their Beards : Nay, they take upon them by their own 
Authority to Baniſh whom they pleaſe out of the Bounds of the 
Pariſh, which is a direct Uſurpation of Soveraign Power : In Caſe 
of a Pecuniary Mulct inflicted, or of a Child born in Fornication, 
they will not allow the Infant to be Baptiz*d, if either of the Pa- 
rents have not:paid the Fine,. or ſecur*d it, or ſatisf'd the Church. 


The Presbytery is next; and it is made up in ſome om of 
Mere, in others; of Fewer Pariſhes, and the. King himſelf is not 


- Exempt from the Power, and Juriſdiction of this Conſiſtory ;, nor 


in Effect from the Authority of the very Parochial Seſſion, living 
within the Precinct, either of the .One, or ofthe Other. This 
Tudicatory is Compos*d of all the Parochial I within its 
Compals, and a Lay-Elder for Each Pariſh: ſo that the Lay-El- 
ders are Equal to the Preaching-Elders both in Number.,and Power ; 
and a Botchers Vote gocs as far under that Capacity, in Divine 
Matters, as the Voice of the moſt Reverend, and Learned of the 
Clergy ; only a Lay-Elder cannot properly be a Moderatonr ; tho? 
in ſeveral Caſes they have diſpens'd with that Scruple. 

This Court takes Cognizance Firſt, Of what is Referr*d, or 
Preſented to them from every Individual Pariſh. 2. Of. all Capi- 
tal Crimes, and Scandals of the Higheſt Degree. . 3. Of ſuch 
Offences as fall under the Cenſure of. Excommunication. 4. Of 
all Appeals from Seſſions. 5. Of all Differences that cannot be 
Conpos'd, or Determin'd 1n the Parochial Conclave. 6. Of tho 
Viſitation, and Cenſure of what's amiſs in every Pariſh, either in 
Preacher, or Other, 7. Of the appointing of Readers, and School- 
maſters. 

They meet commonly once a Week, or a Fortnight ; at which 
Meetings, all the Miniſters, in their Turns, Exerc:ſe( as they call 
It) inthe expounding, and applying of Texts of Scripture : In 
theſe Exerciſes they have a ſort of People which they call Ex- 
pectants of ſuch or ſuch a Presbytery, who are Licenſed to Preach 
ins 
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in any Pariſh-Church within its Bounds. Theſe ExpeT ants hay 
uſually ſome ſmattering in Divinity ; as Country-School-Maſterg, 
or the like : and they are Authoriz*d to do all AMinifteriat Aﬀts, 
except Baptizing, or Admaniſtring the Lord's Supper ;, withont 
Holy Orders, Impoſition of Hands, or any Qualification for the 
Sacred Function. There are more or fewer Presbyteries in a Coun- 
ty, according to the Number of Pariſhes ; but all of them Inde. 
pendent one from another : If the King hintſelf be Cited, he muſt 
Appear, or be Excommunicate for Contempt ; and ſubmit his Earth- 
ly Scepter to their Scepter of Chriſt, as they term it, and from 
thence, receive Chrift*s Laws and Ordinances. As no Perſon ig 
Exempt, ſo neither is any Crime whatſoever that is either Com- 
mitted, or ſuſpected to be Committed within the Limits of their 
Juriſdiction ; but they hook It in, as ſcandaloms to aChriftian Pro 


feſſion. 


A_ Provincial Synod is an- Aſſeciate Body of the Commiſſioner; 
choſen out of all the Individual Presbyteries, within the Precin& 
of the Province : they meet twice or thrice a year, and Exerciſe 
an Over-ruling power over all the Prebyteries within that Pro- 
vince, in ſuch manner as the Presbytery ſuperintends the Parochid 
Seſſion. In this Judscatory the Leading men of the Faction lay their 
Heads together ; form their Projects ; and when the Commiſſioner; 
returnfrom hence to their ſeveral Presbyreries, they intimate to 
the particular Miniſters what Points they are to Preach upon, far 
the Adyancement of thoſe Deſigns. 


The General Aſſembly is Soveraign, and Independent : Hitherlies 
the Laſt Appeal, and the Juriſdiction of it 1s Univerſal in what 
concerns Eccleſiaſtical Matters, and Perſons, or Temporals in Or- 
der to Spirituals. They look upon themſelves as immediately 
entruſted by Chriſt, and to Him only do they hold themſelves Ac- 


- * comptable. Whoſoever does not obey this Soveraignty, ( tho' 


the King himſelf) he is to be Excommunicate, and the Nobility, 
Gentry, ColleQtive Body ; nay, every Individual perſon is to 
afiſt to the Compelling, Cenſuring, and Puniſhing of him tothe 
urmolt of his power. So that the King himſelf is at their Com- 
mand, and to order the Exccution of their Cenſures, in Eſtate, 
Body, Life, and Death. 


'Tothis Fudicatory Two Preaching Elders, and a Lay-Elder are 
ſent as Commiſſioners from er;ery Presbytery in the Kingdom ; fo Þ 
th 
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that the lies have thus far two to one : but then reckoning that 
every Boroug ,and Corporation ſends One Commiſſioner,and the Uni- 
verſities, and Colledges their Commiſſioners too, which are moſt of 
them Lay-men, this Aſſembly of the Kirk, is turd into a Council. 

State. 

The King himſelfis alſo a Member of this Aſſembly, either Per- 
ſonally by Himſelf, or Virtually by his Commiſſioner ; but without 
aNegative Voice, or any Power there, beyond that of a Lay- 
Elder : the Major part carryes it, and whatſoever they Vote, 
( tho? againſt the Kings. Opinion, and Conſcience ) he is bound 
to ſee it put in Execution, upon pain of being Excommunicate 


and Depo#2d from his Government... And if any thing be propos'd | 


in this Aſſembly, as Spiritzal, ( tho? never ſo hazardous to the 


Crown ) if they tell you that it is for Chriſt*s Glory, there's no- 


oppoſing of it in: favour of the Publick Peace, or State. The 
proper Preſident is a Preaching Elder, and this Judicatory they ac- 
count as Chriſt®s higheſt Tribunal upon Earth, from whence there 
lies no Appeal. . They are oblig*d to meet once a year, and they 


Iadict, and Adjourn themſelves by their own power, without al- 


# lowing;the King to appoint either the 'Time, or the Place, only 
© if there be.any Occaſion of meeting before the time ſet, their 
©” Commiſſioners give an account of it to the King. 

© _The ſteps by whichthey mounted to this dnblrary JurisdiCtion 
= were, A Diſlhe, Firſt, Of the Church-Government ; Secondly, 
Gf the Church-Governours, Thirdly, They propog?d a Reforma- 
tion. after the Geneva-Copy ; which not. being admitted, Fourth- 
ly, They fram?d a Model of their Own. And laſtly; by Fraud, 
Violence, and Rebellion they Impogd it upon the Nation. 


The Engliſtr Presbytery, 


His was the Method alſo, and the Deſign of the Exgliſh Di/ci- 

& plinarians,under Queen Elizabeth,as appears by the Records 
* ofthoſe times, tho? many particulars of the Conſpiracy were ne- 
& ver brought to Light. The Examples of Geneva and Scotland, 
© wereat every turn preſs'd upon the Ergliſh; and a Confederacy 
= wasca:ry*d on in Both Nations, for the EreCting of the ſame Plar- 
- form of Presbyterial Diſcipline; which one Daviſon, a Scotch- 
* an, affirms to hav mo lef Warrant to be continwd perpetually within 
| dE F-- | the. 
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the Church, under this Precept, Feed my Sheep, than bath ti 
Preaching of the Word, or the Adminiſtration of the Sacrament; 
From 1560, to 1572, they vented their Spleen only in Libels, and 
Convenricles. . In November 72. they Erected a Presbytery at 
IWardeſworth in Szrry ;, 2nd from that time, to 1583, their Deſign 
wzs agitated in ſecret Meetings, which they calPd Conferences, 
wherein, (ata Loxdon-Meeting ) they came to this Concluſion, 
That the Preſent Government of the Church by Arch-Biſhops, arid 
Biſhops #5 Anti-Chriſtian, and- that the only Diſcipline, and Go- 
vernment of Chriſt, that #5, by Paſtors, DoCtors, Elders, ard 
Deacons, ſhall be Eſtabliſh*®d im . place-of the 'Other. 1n 1 533, 
their Book of Diſcipline is Drawn up; ( which they callPd the Sy. 
nodical Diſcipline,) and an Aſſembly being held upon it, among 
other Decrees, it was order®d, That the Comitial Aſſemblies are 
to be moniſhed, to make Collett ions for Relief of the poor, and of Sche- 
lars : but eſpecially for Relief of ſuch Miniſters here, as are put out 
for not Subſcribing to the Articles tender'd by the Biſhops : alſo for 
Relief of Scottiſh Miniſters, &c. Theſe Scottiſh AMniſters were 
they that Juſtify*d the. Rebellious Act of making King Fame: 1 
Priſoner in 1583. and took Sanctuary in England, upon the Par- 
liaments Declaring it+Treaſon :- And who 1o proper Inſtruments 
as they, for the promoting of another Rebellion in Exglard ? their 
Book of Diſcipline was review?d, and put in practice, in 1587. 
In 1589 it was perfected, and in the Year following, the Conſpi- 
racy was detected ; when upon Examinations of Lirrleton, Eg- 
munds, Johnſon, Barbon, - Holms, Brown, &c. it appear'd that 
the Diſcipline was Fram*d, Subſcrib®d, and Carry*d on; in al 
reſpects after the Scortiſh Projett, and Model. 2! | 
By publick Juſtice upon ſome of the y_—_ Incendiaries, and 
King James his Vigilance, 2nd Care afterwards, the Conſeftoriars 
were for a long time kept within ſome tolerable compaſs. Their 
Mouths were {topt, upon the Conference at Hampton-Court, Ann 
1603, with a ſtrict Proclamation for the Obſerving of an Unife- 
mity in the Church : Epiſcopacy was reſtorLd in Scotland in 1610, 
and an At paſgd in a General Aſſembly at Aberdeey in 1616, At- 
thorizing the Compiling, and Framing a Publick Form of Litur- 
gy, or Book of Common Prayer to be firſt preſented to the King, 
and after his Approbation, to be Univerſally receiv*d throughout 
the Kingdom : Which Book, purſuant to the Act, was by the 
Arch-Bithop of Sr. Andrews ſent up to his Majeſty, and by him- 
{clf, and his Order , Examin'd, Corrected, and —— 
* oil 
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But his Majeſty vc He before it could be put in prattice. And this 
was the Book, which with very little Alteration, and that too, 
in favour of their pretended Scruples, was by the late King's Pro- 
clamation in 1637, commanded to be publickly us?d in all Coun- 
ties of that Kingdom. There were alſo diverſe of the Engliſh 
Rites and Ceremonies ſectled in 1618, by five Articles that paſs'd 
the Afſembly at Perth; which Articles coſt King Fames an Expen- 
ſive Journey into Scotland the Year before, where he was forc*d 
to tell them plainly, in a Speech at St. Andrews, That it was 4 
Power belonging to all Chriſtian Princes to order matters in the Chuych; 
and that he would never regard what they approvd, or diſapprov'd, 
except they. brought him a Reaſon which he could not anſwer, To 
which, upon Conſideration they made his Majeſty this Return, 
That if he would grant them a Free Aſſembly, they would therein ſa- 
tisfie his Majeſty in all the Points he had propounded. The King de- 


- pending upon it, returnd into England, and the. day of the Af- 


{embly being come, and nothing done according to their promiſe ; 
his Majeſty went a ſhort way to Work with them, and took away 
their Augmentations, that he had formerly allow*d them out of 
the Exchequer, which brought down their Stomachs,and made way 
for the paſling of the aforeſaid Articles. 

It is not my Intent to write any thing more of the Hiſtory of the 
Times, than what I find pertinent to my preſent purpoſe : ſo that 
paſſing over the Grumblings and Mutinous Diſpoſitions that ap- 
pear*d in the Remainder of King James; and the firſt Seven or 
Eight Years of King Charles his Reign ; I ſhall only tell you, by 
way of IntroduCtion to what follows, that the late King ( havin 
before-hand order*d a Convention of the Eſtates ) upon the 13t 
of May, 1633. began his Journey towards Scotland, in order to 
his perſonal Coronation, where he was receiv*d with a pomp, and 
Acclamation, befitting the Dignity, and the Solemnity of the 
occaſion. His firſt work was to ratife the Laws, and Statutes of 
his Predeceſſor, in Relation to Church-Government ; which paſs'd 
not without ſome Oppoſition : but thECommiſſion of Surrenders 
went yet nearer them, tho? both the Owners of Lands, and rhe 
Monfers were ſo abundantly fatisfi*d, that the Former (as the King 
himſelf ſays in his large Declaration, pag. 9. ) acknowledg*d it as a 

Deverance from an Intolerable Bondage, under which They and their 
Anceſtors, ever ſince the Reformation of Religion, bad grievouſly 
Groawd ; and the Other, with Infinite Gratitude Celebrated his Ma- 
jeſty, as the Father, and Founder of their Churches. The Caſe was 

B this, 


TYRANNY 
this, ( as Heylinrenders i in his Cyprianue Anglicns, par. 22 
In - ar of King James, the Lands of all Cathedral Churds? | 
and Religious Houſes, which had been ſetled on the Crown by Alt of 
Parliament, were ſhar'd among the, Lords, and Great men of that 
King dom, ( by the Connivance of the Earl of Murray and fome they 
of the Regents) to make them fure unto that ſide : aud T. hey yeing thu 

ofſef*d of the Lands, with the Regalities, and Tithes elonging to 
tbeſe Eccleſiaſtical Corporations, beld the Clergy to ſmall Stipengs, 
and the peaſantry ww Vaſſalage. His Majeſty was advis*d by Coug- 
cil, to take them into his own hand, the preſent Occupants having 
ne other Title te them, than the unjuſt Uſurpation of their Predeceſſory | 
And this was carry'd in ſuch a manner too, that the yery Noblyy, | 
and Ley-patrons could not open their Mouths againſt it; for they | 
were {atisfd for their Tithes, to the Uttermoſt Farthing, only 
they laſt the Dependency of the Clergy and Laity upon them, by ! 
Virtue of thefe Tithes, and conſequently the power of making; { 
party to embroil the Government. . They contented themſelyes 
within the Bounds of Libels, and Clamours, till that Rebellious 
outrage in the great Church of Edenburgh, on the 23 of July, 1637, 
Which was no more than the emproyemcnt of an occaſion toput 
the Principles-of the Conſiftory in Execution. Ple make ſome 
amends for the length of this Digreſſion, by contraCting my (elf 
upon the Dsſeipline which was afterward erected in England, after 
the Scotch pattern. 


Tt will be a hard matter to. paſs from 1637, to -1648 without 
taking ſome notice of the Harrid Diſtempers in that Interval : 1 
ſhall only tell.you that after three or four Years ſpent in Diſlolying 
the Legal Government, and Debating what we ſhould have in the 
place of it 3 -out comes the Direfory, Fan. 3. 1644. with an Or- 
dinance of the Lords and Commons, tor the Authorizing of it. And 
afterward, Aug- 23. 1645- another Ordinance, for the more ef- 
feftualexecution of it; -which-was follow?d, Fun. 5. with an Or- 
dinance for the preſent Ttling of it without further delay, and 
Ang. 19. 1646. with Direttions for the Chuſing of Ruling-Elders in 
all the Congregations, and in the-Claſſical Aſſemblies for the Citiet 
of London, and Weſtminſter, and the ſeveral Counties of that 
Kingdom, in order to the ſpeedy ſetling of the Presbyterial Govern 
ment. There paſs'd alſo an Ordinance for the manver of Ordina- 1B 
tion of Miniſters, with Rules for Examination, and Suſpenſion from © «( 
the Holy Supper > &c, And another of Januar Y 29. 1647+ " _ 

eedy 


and POPERYT. 


ſpeedy dividing) and ſetling the ſeveral Counties of this Kingdom into 
Diffintt Clailical Presbyteries, and Congregational Elderſhips : 
and they came at laſt, Avug.29.1648. to The Form of Church Go» 
vernment, #0 be w?d in the Church of England, and lrelaud, agreed 
upon by the Lords and Commons aſſembled in Parliament, after Ad- 
vice had with the Aſſembly of Drvines. And all this, toward the 
promoting of an Union with the Kirk of Scortavd. I ſhould have 
told you of the Ordinance of Fur. 12. 1643. for the calling an A/- 
ſembly of Learned, and Godly Divines, to be conſulted with by 
the Parliament, for the fetling of the Government of the Church » 
the Knights of _ Shire to make choice of two, that- ſhbul 
ſerve us Members for that County : and theſe, in ConjunRion 
with ſo many of rhe Members of Both Houſes, as might ſerve to 
inſpect their Actions, took upon them the Powers, and Authori- 
ty of a Conyocation. | 

The Form of their Government was the ſame with that of Scor- 
land : they had their Congregational, Claſſical, Provincial , and 
National Aſſemblies; with the ſame deprees of Sabordination, and 
Veſted, in proportion, with the ſame Powers. They had their 
Expeftants too, and the Conſtitution of their ſeveral Judicatories 
was the very ſame ; only the Lords, and Commons ( under the 
Notion of a Committee for judging of Scandal) were {a wiſe as to 
reſerve the Laſt Appeal to Themfelves, which was formerly lodg'd 
inthe General Aſſembly ; by which Device, the Schifom ' was made 
ſubſervient to the Revellion z whereas in Scotland it was the clear 
contrary. And they had alſo another Hank upon them, in ap- 
pointing that the National Afſembly ſhould meet upon 2 Sun1mons 

y Parkament, and then fit, and continue, as the Parliament ſhould 

order, and not otherwiſe : for they were not: able to conſent ( th 
ſaid) ina Declaration of the Houſe of Commons, Apr: 19.1644 
to their Granting of an Arbitrary, and Unlimited Power, and Ju- 
riſdition, to near ten Std Judicatories, to be erethed in the 
K —_— which could not be conſiſtent with the Fundamental Laws, 
and Government of it ; and which, by neceſſary —— did 
exclude the Parliament from having any thing to do in that Furicditti» 
on. But the Nation is neyer the better yet for this Caution, fo 
long as the Tyranny, and the Slavery is ſtill the ſame. 

From this view of their Brotherly Agreement in Government we 
ſhall now proceed to their Harmony in Poſitions 3 and our Brethren 
of Scotland ſhall lead the way. 
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He Puniſhment of ſuch Crimes ( ſays Knox) as:touch the My. 
Jjeſty of God, doth not appertain to Kings, and Chief Ruler; 
enly, but to the whole Body of the People; and to every Member of 
it,' as Occaſion, Calling, and ability ſhall ſerve : NS they are bound 
by Oath to God, to Revenge the Injury done to his Majeſty. If Prin- 
ces be Tyrants againſt God, and his. Truth, their Subjetts are diſ- 
chare'd frew their Oaths of Obedience. The Nobility,and Commonalty 
oxght indeed to Reform Religion; and in that Caſe, may remove fron 
Honour, and Puniſh ſuch as God has condemi?d ; of what Eſtate, 
Condition, or Degree:;ſoever. It 15.not Birth-Right only, nor near- 
neſs of Blond, that maketh a King Lawfully to Reign over a peule 
profeſſng Chriſt Jeſus; but Princes, for Juſt Canſes, may be De- 
pod. Kings, Princes, and Governours, have their Autbority i 
che People ;- and, upon occaſion, the People may take it away again, 
Thus far Knox-;- Now for Buchanan. 

The People ( ſays he ) have the ſame Power over the King, which 
He has over any one; man; They are better than the King, andof 
Greater Authority, and may beſtow the Crown at Pleaſure. T he making 
of Laws belongs to Them :- They may Arraign their Prince ; the Mr 
nifters may Excommunicate him ; and He that by Excommunicatio 
* caſt into Lo is not worthy to Enjoy any Life upon Earth. It wen 
Good ( ſays he') that Rewards were appointed-by the People, for ſuch 
45 ſhould Kilk Tyrants ;- as there are 4 thoſe that Kill Wolves, « 
Byars, or. takg their Whelps. 

The Seizing, and _— of King Fames,. in Axg. 1582. 
being adjudg*d Treaſon by the Three Eſtates, in Decemb. 18. 1584, 
and me of the Criminals. Executed ;- an Aſſembly of Aniſters 
andElders atEdinburgh,in 1585.did nottonly Authorize,andAvon 
the Aftion; but alſo ordain'd all people to be Excommunicated, 
that would not Subſcribe to their Judgment. And Andrew Mel 
vil, being Cited to anſwer for Treaſon deliver®d in-a Sermon, de- 
clin*d the King's. Authority, affirming, that what was ſpoken in the 
Pulpit ought firſhto be ye yy the Presbytery ; and that neither K ing, 
nor Council, might in the firſt inſtance medale therewith, although t 
Speech were Treaſonable. | \ 
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The Poſitions of the Kirk, wnder the Queen Regent, ant 
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Upon King James his coming to the Crown of England, he or- 
der*d the Proroguing of the Aſſembly at Aberdeen, which was to 
have met in 1604. to a longer day : But thirteen or fourteen of 
them, for all'this, met formally at the day appointed : the Lords 
of Council diſcharg'd their Meeting ; Whereupon they Proteſted, 
That in Conſcience, and in Duty to Almighty God they were bound to 

reſerve the Churches Right, and neither conld,nor would give way to 
that Power the King ha RR Uſurp'd over it. Hereupon 
they were Convented, and AppeaPd from the Xing*s Council, to 
the next General. Aſſembly. 1.had almoſt forgotten the Determi- 
nation of Wilcock,, and Knox; who politively gave their Judg- 
ments, That it was Lanfulto —_— the Lew Toreer, Where- 
upon, ſhe was ſolemnly Procef*a, Sentenc'd, and Depriy'd, 


The Poſitions of the Presbyterians, wnder Queen Eliza- 
beth. 


Tz Church ( ſays Cartwright ) wherein any Magiſtrate, Kingy, 
or Emperor 8 a Member, us divided into Jo that are to Go- 
yern, as Paſtors, DoCtors, and Elders, and into ſuch as are to O- 
hey, 4s Magiſtrates of all ſorts, and the People. The Admonitour 
holds it fit, that he, and bis .Companions .may be deliver'd by Att of 
Parliament, from the Authority of the Civil Magiſtrates ; as Fuſti- 
ces, and Others, from their Indittings, and Finings, Every fault 
( ſays Carrwright ) that tendeth either to the hurt +, a Mans Neigh» 
eur, or to the kindrance of the Gloryof God, is to be Examin*d, and 
Dealt in by the Order of the Holy Church. Nay, the very Suſpicion 
of Ayarice, Pride, . Superfluities in Meat, or Clothing, falls un- 
der their Laſh. 

All men ( ſays Goodman ) are bound to ſee the Laws of God kept, 
and to Suppreſi, andreſiſt Idolatry by force. Nor ss it Px pron for 
Subjetts not to obey the Wicked Commands of Princes, but they muſt 
reſiſt them; and Deliver the Children of God out of the hands of 
their Enemies, as we would deliver a Sheep that is in danger to be de- 
vourd by a Wolf. If the Magiſtrate ſhall refuſe to pur Maſ-Mon- 
gers, and falſe Preachers to Death, the People ( in ſeeing it per- 
forw'd)) ſhew that Zeal of God which was commended in Phineas. 
Subjetts do promiſe Obedience, that the Magiſtrate might help them ; 
which if be does not, they are biſcharg'd. of their Qbedience. If 
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Magiſtrates without Fear tranſgref God's Laws themſelves, ani 
Command others to do the like, they are no more to be taken for My. 
giſtrates, but to be Examiwd, Accu?d, Condemnd, and Puniſd, 
as private Tranſgreſſors. Evil Princes ought by the Law of Gat ty, 
be Deposd, _ Inferiour Magiſtrates ought chiefly to doit. And 
now hear Gilby to the ſame Tune. 

Kings, Princes, and Governours have their Authority of the People, 
and upon occaſion, the People may take it away again, as men may ye 
woke their Proxies, and Letters of Atturny. . It s Lawful( ſays he) 
to kill wicked Kings, and Tyrants ; the Subjefts did kill the Queen; 
Highneſs Athalia : Jehn k:4”d che Queens Majeſty Jerabel : Eli 
being no Magiſtrate, kilÞd the Queens Majeſbins Chaplains, Baal's 
Prieſts : Theſe Examples are left for our Inſtruttion, where Fuſtice 
35 not Executed, the State 1s moſt Corrupt. If neither the Inferiour 
Magiſtrates, ( ſays he) nor thegreateſt part of the People mill d 
their Offices ;- ( in Punifhing, Depoſing, or Killing of Princes ) then 
the Miniſters muſt 4m mem my a King. It would be end- 
leſs to follow theſe Inſtances as far as they would carry me; {6 
that Vle back now again into Scotland; and you will find them 
much of the fame Opinion under Charles I, as they had been un- 
der bis Royal Father. 


The Poſitions of the Kirk wnader the Late King. 


N their Proteſtation of __ 22. 1638. againſt-the King's 
Declaration, they fay, Firſt, That what Snbjetts do of ther 
own heads," is much better than what they do in Obedience to Anthori- 
ty, the One ſavouring of Conſtraint, but the Other being Voluntary, 
and Chearful Obedience. 

Secondly, That the Parliaments Power does no more reach to the 
Placing of Officers Originally in the Church, than the Church ha 
Power to make States-men in the Common-wealth. 

Thirdly, The Parliament can make no Law at all concerning tht 
Church, but only Ratifie what the Church Decyees : And after it bat 
Ratifyd it, yet if the: Aſſembly of the Church ſhall prohibit it, and 
Repeal that Decyee of the Church, all the Subjetts are diſcharg*d fron 
yielding Obedience to the Att of Parliament. 

Fourthly, The Aſſembly has power to diſcharge all ay ey te 
the Confeſſion of Faith commanded to be Subſcrib'd by his Majeſty; 
end as it ts Interpreted by Him, or his Commiſſuner, Futhly, 
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. Fiſthly, The Aſſembly, without the King, u the Church, and the 
enly Judge Competent, fit to Interpres, and Explain all Doubts arifing 
upon the Confeſſion of Faith commanded by his Ma fy. 

Sixthly, ” the Law be Imterpreted, yet if the Interpretation be 
diflik*d by meſt of the Kingdom ; the Body of the Kingdom ( for whoſe 
Good the Law was made ) may crave the lawful Redreſi of Grievan- 
ces ſuſtained by that Law.. "Take Notice here, that they had al- 
ready actually tranfgreſs*d the Law ( without ſtaying for Leave ) 
and Juſtified the Doing of it. 

Seventhly, The Aſſembly s Independent either from King, or Par- 
liament, in matters Ecclefiaftical. 

Eighthly, That the King is to Recexve all the Determinations of an 
Aſſembly, as a Son of the Church, tho" they be not matters of Faith, 
but only of Government ; and concluded by Atts of Parliament. 

Ninthly, Jt is Lawful for Subjetts to make a Covenant, and Com- 
bination without the King ;, and to enter into a Bond of Mutual De- 

ence againſt the King ; and all. Perfans whatſoever ( tho? againſt 
evera " "4 of RTE ) SPA : 

Tenthly, 1: :s Lawful for themſelves, ( fitting in an Aſſembl 
to Inditt _ Aſſembly, without Yo Kin Lor-h femby) 

Eleventhly, If Subjeitsbe convented before the King and Conn- 
ril for any miſdeneauonr ;, they may 
ril to the next General Aſſembly, and Parliament, if they think either 
the Glory of God, or the Goedaof the Church concern*d in the matter 
in One on. \% 

Twelfthly, They do not deſire the King to Indift a General 'Aſſem- 
blyji as needing bis Authority, but rather for his Honour, antfor the 
Conntenance of their Projecdings : Meaging, that if the Prince ſhall 
omit to do his Duty, the People, from whem he had his Power Origi- 
ny; may Reſume it; 

hirteenthly, If the King*s Voice mu be deny'd to any thing, 
the? never ſo Unjuſt, and Illegal, that ſhall be carry'd by the major 
part of the Aſſembly, his Majeſty # kound Jure Divino to enforce 
Obedience to thoſe Atts, and the Counſellors, or Tudges refuſing to 


Execute, ſhall be Excommunicate, and deprivd of their Places, and i 


Eſtates, 

Hurteenthly, Ar Aſſembly may Abrogate Atts of Parliament, 
and __—_— the Subjett from Obeying them, if they any way refle&t 
«pon the Buſineſs of, the Church. 

Fifteenthly, The Proteſtation of the Sub;efts againſt Laws Eſta- 
bliſ2d, either before the Judges of the people, or the people themſelves 
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who are born to be Tudg*d, doth void all Obedience to thoſe Lyms 
without ever bringing of them to be diſcuſ®d before a C omperen 
Fudge. 

Sreenthl , The major part of the people may do any thing ( the 
ſay ) which they Themſelves conceive conducing to the Glory of Gy 
and the good of the Church, any Laws to the contrary notwithſtand. 
71g. ; 

Theſe Ss you will find in his Majeſties Large Declaration 
concerning the Tumults in Scotland paz. 407. & deinceps. We ſhall 
now ſee how the Counterpart of this Confederacy behay'd it 
ſelf in England : and ſhew you the Dorine, and Principles of the 
Fattion, 1n the very Infancy of the Rebellion : as appears out of 
their own Ats. See Huiband's Exatt Colleftions, Printed in Loy- 
don, 1643. | 


The Poſitions of the Engliſh-Covenanters : «nd Firſy 
In Cafe of the King's Authority. 


Fter that the Fattion had extorted from his Late Majeſty 
ſuch Conceſſions as never any Prince granted before Him- 
ſelf; and when they had Defam'd his Government, and his Per- 
ſon; and poyſon'd his people, with Contemptuous, and Scandt- 
lous Libels ; upon March 2. 1641. they began to Unmack, and 
to diſcover to the World, that their Deſign was not to Reforn, 
but to Govern; and upon pretence of Fearing an Invaſion from 
abroad, took the power of the 2ilitia into their own hands at 
Home ; Reſolving upon the Queſtion, p. 96. That the Kingdombe 
forthwith put imto a Poſture of Defence, by the Authority of Both 
Houſes. This Vote was ſeconded by nnother, of March 15.p.112. 
That in Caſe of Extreme Danger, and of his Majeſties Refuſal (to 
- give them the Power of the Militia) the Ordinance agreed on by 
Both Houſes for the Militia, doth Oblige the _—_— and ought to 
be Obey'dby the Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom. His Majeſty 
inſiſting upon the lllegality of This Proceeding, Both Houſes pals'd 
this following Yote, March 16. That when the Lords, and Q@n- 
mons in Parliament, ( which us the Supreme Court of Judicature mn 
the Kingdom ) ſhall Declare what the Law of the Land is ; to have 
This, not only Queſtion*d, and Controverted, but C ontraditted, 
and a Command that it ſhould not be Obeyed, i a High Breach of þ 
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Privilege of Parliament, pag. 114. Finding themſelves pinch'd 
upon this Point, they fly to a Diſtinttion betwixt the Letter, and 
the Equity, of all Laws, p2g. 150. Theres ( ſaythey) in Laws, 
an Equitable, and a Literal Senſe: His Majeſty is Entrufted, by 
Law, with the Militia; but *tis for the Good, and Preſervation of 
the Republique againſt Foreign Invaſions, or Domeſtique Rebelli- 
ons ;, not that the Parliament would by Law Entruſt the King with the 
Militia, againſt Themſelves, or the Common-wealth ; that Entruſts 
Them to provide for their Weal, not for their Woe. So that upon 
certain Appearance, or Grounded Suſpicion, that the Letter of the 
Law ſhall be emprovd againſt the Equity of it, the Commander go- 
ing againſt its Equity, diſcharges the Commanded from Obedience 
to the Letter. 

The pretence of Defending the Government is now advanc'd to 
the Reforming of it. Apr. 9. 1642. The Lords and Commons do 
Declare, That they intend a Due and Neceſſary Reformation of the 
Government, and Liturgy of the Church, pag. 135. 

Having already by Violence encroach*d upon the Afilitia, as 
againſt a Foreign Power, the firſt Conſiderable uſe that they make 
of it, is to employ it againit his Majeſties Anthority, and Perſon 
before Hull; and paſs*d Two Yores, Apr. 28. in Juſtification of the 
Attion. Reſolved, &c. That His Majeſties declaring of Sir John 
Hotham Traytor, being a Member of the Houſe of Commons, is 4 
High Breach of the Privilege of Parliament.. And That, without 
Proceſs of Law, it is againſt the Liberty of the Subjeft, and againſt 
the Law of the Land. Nay they Vote it May 17. Tobe againſt the 
Law of the Land, and the Liberty of the Subjett, his Majehies Com- 
manding of Skippon to attend him at York, and the very Removing 
of the Term to York from Weſtminſter ( ſirting the Parliament ) 
they Yore to be Illegal, and Order the Lord Keeper ( notwithſtand- 
ing His Majeſties Command ) not ro Iſſue out any Writs, or Seal 
any Proclamation for that Adjournment. May 20. They Order alſo 
the putting of all the Magazines in England, and Wales, into the 
hands of Perſons well affetted to the Parliament, pag. 194. 

They find themſelves now in Condition to '1 hreaten the King, 
and the Kingdom with Open War : and paſs upon the Queſtion, 
theſe Three following Yotes. Firſt ; That it appears, that the King 
( Seduc*d by Wicked Counſel ) intends to make War againſt the Par- 
liament, who, ( in all their Conſultations, and Aftions ) have pro- 
Pos?d no other end unto themſelves, but the Care of his Kingdoms, 
and the performance of all Duty,and Loyalty to his Perſon, Secondly, 
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That whenſoever the King maketh War upon the Parliament, it s ; 
Breach of the Truft wy. in Him by his People, Contrary to his 
Oath, and tending to the Diſſolution of his Government. Thirdly, 
That whoſoever ſhall Serve, or aſſiſt him in ſuch Wars, are Traytors, 
by the Fundamental Laws of thus Kingdom, &c. And purſuant to 
theſe Votes, July 12. they ons, bat an Army ſhall be forth- 
with Rais'd for the Safety of the King®s perſon ;, Defence of Buth 
Houſes of Parliament, and of Thoſe who have Obey*d their Order;, 
and Commands ;, and preſerving of the True Religion, the Lam, 
Liberty, and Peace + the Kingdom, | Pa. 457- All theſe Yores, 
2nd Declarations, they cauſe, with all Solemnity to be Printed, 
and publiſh'd : but at the ſame time, Hi: Majeſties Proclamations, 
and Declarations are ſaid tobe contrary to Law, pag. 449. And all 
Officers are forbidden any way to Publiſh, or to Proclaim the ſam, 
The King*s Commiſſions of Array are Declar'd, July 20. tobe againſt 
Law. the Liberty, and Property of the Subjett. And the Attors in 
it tobe Eſteewd Diſturbers of the Peace of the Kingdom, pag. a8, 
And again, pag. 576. All ſuch perſons as ſhall, upon any pretence 
whatſoever, aſhift His Majeſty in this War, with Horſe, Arms, Plate, 
or Monies, are declar*d Traytors to His Majeſty, the Parliamen, 
and the Kingdom ; and tobe brought to condign ms, 

The Poyſon of their Artificial Deluſions you will find Malici- 
ouſly enongh Diffus'd in their Remonſtrance of May the 26. 1642. 
pag- 263. And the Doctrine of Thar Declaration ſumm'd up with 
great exactnefs, in his Majeſties Anſwer to it, contraCting the Ve- 
nom of it into theſe Six Poſitions. 

Firſt, That they have an Abſolute Power of Declaring the Law, 
and that what ſoever they declare to be ſo, ought not to be queſtion" d,ti- 
ther by King, or People : ſo that all the Right, and Safety of the 
Prince, and Subjett, depends upon their Pleaſure, 

Secondly, That no Preſidents can be Limits to Bound their Pri- 
ceedings ;, which, if ſo, The Government of the Turk Himſelf is 
xot ſo Arbitrary. | ; 

Thirdly, That a Parliament may diſpoſe of any thing, wherein the 
King, or Subjett hath a Right, for the Publique Good ; ( ſpeaking 
all this White of the Remnant of the Two Houſes) That they, 
without the King, are Thus Parliament, and Judge of This Publick, 
Good; and that the King*s Conſent is not Neceſſary. So that the 
Life, and Liberty of the Subjett, and all the Good Laws made for 
their Security, may be diſpor?d of, and Repeal d by the Major part of 
Both Houſes, at eny time preſent,. and by avy Wayes, and Means 
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rocured ſo to be,, and his Majeſty has no Power to Proteft them. 

Fourthly, That a Member of either Houſe ought not to be troubled, 
or medled with, for Treaſon, Felony, or any Other Crime, without 
the Cauſe firſt brought before them, that they may judge of the Fatt,and 
their Leave obtained to proceed, 

Fifthly, That the Soveraign Power reſides in Both Houſes of Par- 
liament, The King has no Negative Voice ;, and becomes Subjett to 
their Commands. 

Laſtly, That the Levying of Forces againſt the Perſonal Com- 

mands of the King, ( tho* accompany\d with his Preſcnce ) is not Le- 
vying War avainf the King: But to Levy War againſt bis Laws, 
and Authority, ( which they have Power to Declare, and Signifie) ts 
Lewying War againſt the King ; and that Treaſon cannot - Cont- 
mitted againſt his Perſon, otherwiſe than as be is Entruſted with the 
Kingdom, and Diſcharging that Truſt : and that they have a Power 
to judge, whether he di ſebarges it or no, And to juſtife their Uſur- 
pations, they do maintain, pag. 270. That the Kings of this Realm 
are Oblig*d to paſs all ſuch Bills as are Offer”d unto them by Both 
Houſes of Parliament. 

It would be ſuperfluous to tell yon of their Proclaiming Faſts,and 
aſſuming to themſelves other Rights of Soveraignty, under the ſpe- 
cious Pretence of a Parliament. But to ſhew you that it was all an 
Impoſture : If the King will not agree, the Two Houſes ( they 
ſay) may Act without him : If the 'wo Houſes differ, the Sove- 
raignty reſts in the _ of Commons. As in the Caſe of a Bill 
they ſent up to the Lords for DireCting a Proreſtation which the 
had Fram'd to be generally taken throughout England. This Bill 
the Lords Rejected ; Whereupon, the Commons paſs'd this Yore, 
That That Houſe did conceive that the Proteſtation made by them t; 
fit tobe taken by every Perſon that 1s well Aﬀetted in Religion, and to 
the Good of the Common-Wealth ;, and therefore doth declare, that 
what » - ear ſhall not take the Proteſt ation, tis Unfit to bear Of- 
fice in the Church, or Common-Wealth, And ſo they order*®d the 
__, Citizens, and Burgeſles to ſend down to the ſeveral Pla- 
ces for which they fery*d, Copies of that Vote of the Houſe con- 
cerning the Proteſtation, and that the Yote ſhould be Printed. The 
began with a Contempe of the Lords; they laid them quite aſide 
at laſt ; and in the Concluſion, they themſelves were, upon their 
Own Arguments, Confounded by the Rabble. You ſee the Domi- 
nion theſe People Challenge over their after ;, and it cannot be 
expected that they ſhould give any _—_ Quarter to their Fellow 
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Subje&s ; But it is their Way of making Xings Glorious, and Pg. | 
tronizing the Liberty of the people. 


The Poſitions of the Engliſh-Covenanters, 4, to the Li, 
berty, «#4 Propriety-of the Subject. 


N May, 1641. they enter'd vpon their Deſign with the Pro- 
[ teſtation abovemention'd, in theſe Words: I A. B. dointhy 
Preſence of Almighty God, Promiſe, Vow, and Proteſt to Maintain, 
and Defend, as far as Lawfully I may, with my Life, Power and 
Fſtate the true Reformed Proteſtant. Religion, expreſi'd in the Dw- 

rine of the Church of England, againſt all Popery, and Popiſh In- 
novations within this Realm, contrary to the ſame Dottrine, and ac- 
cording to the Duty of my Allegiance to his Ma;eſties Royal Perſon, 
Honour, and Eſtate, as alſo the Power and Privileges of Parliament, 

the Lawful Rights, and Liberties of the Subjetts, &c. Here wa 
firſt, an UV/urpation in the Impoſing of it; and Secondly, :x 
abominable Fraud in the Conſtruttion of it. The Matter of it 
was ſo plauſible, that it went down without much Enquiring ints 

the Authority ofiit ; but upon the Commons declaring, that th 
Dottrine of < Church of England had no Regard to the Maintain- & 
ing of the Diſcipline and Government of it : and afterward, that 
the Soveraignty was Virtually in the Two Houſes, and that by © 
this Proteſtation, they were _—_y to ſerve that Intereſt, Mes 1 1 
Eyes canie then to be Open'd, and they ſaw their Error : For they | 
were call'd upon according to.their Solemmn Vow, and Proteſtatin, © 
to Subſcribe for Money, and Plate, pag. 340. and to Maintain = | 
Horſe, Horſe-men, and Axms, for the Defence of the King, and MW | 
Both Houſes of Parliament. In Yorkſhire there was' a Neatrality I © 
propounded by ſome Perſons of Eminent Condition in the Coun- MM 
ty; but the Lords, and Cemmons Declar'd againſt it, pag. 629, 
25a ContradiCtion to the Tye of . their General Proreſtation. And | 
it went ſo high, that they paſt a Vote, 04. 15.42. That ſuch Per: 5 
ſons as ſhall not Contribute. to the Charge of the Common-wealth in 3 | 
| this time of Imminent —— ſhall be beld fit to be Diſarm'd. And | | 
the ſame day, they Voted the Sequeſtring of Church- Lands, Deli { 
quents Eſtates, and Revenues of the Crown. They Order'd YViQtuals, Þ | 
and other Neceſſaries for the Army to be taken up upon Public . 
Faith, Nov.29442-pag. 763. , and. where: any thing was Refuſed, [ 
{0 
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to Force it : and likewiſe they appointed a Committee of Six C:- 
tizens of London, or any Four of them for the Aſſeſſing all ſuch ( to. 
the trwenty'th part of their Eſtates ) as had not contributed upon the 
Propoſitions of reefs Money, Plate, Horſe, Cc. in proportion to their 
Alulities... The Taid Aſſeſſment to be levy*'d by Diſtref, and Sale ; 
and in Caſe of Refuſal, the Parties to be Impriſen'd, pag. 767. 
With further authority, Feb. 3.42.p. 777. to Breakopen any Cheſts, 
Trunks, Bpxes, Dores, with Power to Seize ſuch Cheſts, with Money, 
eo Goods, for the Sat fattion of the Sums Aſeſd. And the ſame 
Power, Amplifd, they granted to Commillioners for Levyne 
of Money by a Weekly Aſſeſſment, #pon London, and Weſtminiter ; 
and every County, and City in. England and Wales ; the City of Lon- 
don being Rated the Weekly Sum of 10000 1. and Others in Propor- 
tion, 

You have here from their own Pablick Acts, ( for I cite none. 
of their Pamphlets) a Breviate of the Powers they aſſumed to 
themſclves over King, and People: and this fo early in the War 
too, that the Faction was not as yet ſure in the Saddle. ( For 
this was all before 1643.) You ſhall now ſee the Execution of 
theſe Arbitrary Principles by the Covenanters of Both Kingdoms in 
their Turns, and you ſhall Confeſs that tho? the Rigours of the 
Kirk, may ſerve asa Foil to any Other Tyranny, the Engliſh have 
yet had the Honour to out-ſtrip their Maſters. 

arg, to the Common Method of Innovators, their Firſt 
Work was, by Prefand Pulpit, to Defame the Government ; their 
Next . was, . by Popular Artifice, to ſtir upthe Multitude by T#- 
mults to Reform it ; and Laſtly, ( if they found their party ſtrong 
enough to Depend upon) to Enter into a Confederacy, and Set up 
for themſelves. . "'I-his was the Courſe that Knox, Willoeck, and 
their Followers took in Scotland under the Queen Regent in 1555- 
anfl afterward, under King James VI. and Cartwrizht with his 
Complices went the fame way to Work alſo under Queen Eliz.4- 
beth; only the Conſpiracy of Arthington, Hacker, Coppinger, 
Wiegington, &c. was Diſcover*d, and thePlot diſappointed. But 
the Libels, and Tumults in Scetland, 1637. which led to that Im- 
pious Bond, and Covenant in 1638. had better ſuccefs. ( See his 
Late Majeſties Large Declaration upon that Subject. ) And after 
their Pattern, ſo had the praftices in England in 1641. when the 
Parliament: was ſo Over-aw?d by Txmults that the Vote of the 
Two Houſes was no other in Effect than the Senſe of the Rabble.in 
the Lobby, It was but their Bawling for Juſtice vpon the Noble 
Earl 
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Earl of Strafford ; their Crying down of Biſhops, and Popiſh Lordz, 
and the thing is done. The Riots were ſo Great, that the Lords 
preſs'd the Commons at a Conference, to Joyn with them in a De. 
claration for the Suppreſling of them. But it was anſwer 

ſaying, We muſt not diſcourage our F riends, this being a time we hr 
make uſe of all our Friends, God forbid ( ſays Mr. Pim) that the 
Houſe of Commons fre proceed in any way to diſhearten people ty 


obtain their juſt Deſires in ſuch a way; Exact Collections, pag. 532, 
The K:rk; would have ſaid, that they did not know with what Spiri 
they were Over-RuPd, as they told King James in the Caſe of Gi. 
ſon, and Black, for delivering Treaſon in the Pulpit. The next 
+ thing that follow'd in Courſe, was a Combination; and that ſhall 
be the firſt Point wel handle in the Common Prattices of the 
Party ; which in One Word amounts to no leſs than rhe Diſh 
tion of a Legal, and the Setting up of a Tyrannical Government, 


The PraQtices, and Uſurpations of the Presbyterians 
#pon the Civil Government. 


O be as Clear now in their Prattices, as Ihave been in their 
Poſitions, you ſhall have as good Evidence for their Pre- 
ceedings, as you have had already for their Principles. And Ple 
begin with the Foundation of their Empire ; their andacious, and 
mylterious Covenant : Not with the Matter, or the Deſign of it, 
but only to ſhew you that Covenanting is the Method of the Party. 


Coventnt- | The Firſt Covenant of Scotland bears date Decemb. 3. 1557. a 
ing i the Edinburgh: The Second at Perth, May 31.1559. The Third at 
Method of Sterling, Aug. 1. And a Fourth, at Leith, Apr. 27. 1560. They 
the P&r!Y- Enter'd alſo into another Covenant at Ayr, Sept. 4. 1562. which 
Knox calls a New Covenant. | 
In Ezgland 1583. they Subſcrib'd their Diſcipline, and Enter'd 
intoa League both by Promiſe, and Writing, to do their parts 
toward the Eſtabliſhing of it. & 
In _— 1638. ſo ſoon as ever they had ſetled their Tables ef 
Advice, the Firſt Att of thoſe Tables was their Solemn Covenant. | 
And ſolikewiſe in England, the Commons Impos*d a Protefi 
t40n, and then went on to Covenants, and Oaths without End, 


Here's 
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Here's an Vſ/urpation upon Soverazgnty, the very firſt ſtep they 41zecoucs 
ſet; inthe helen of an Oath ak due Authority ; beſide, without 
that al{ Leagues of Subjetts among themſelves are ( inthe Eye of the Authoriry 
Law) no better than Seditions Conſpiracies. Wee'l come now to ——q—_ 
the Pretence of theſe Covenants, wnich is only an Artifice of In-  * 
veigling the Silly people into a Confederacy againſt the Government, 

er the Notion of promoting the Common Good, 


The End of the Firſt Scots;ſh Covenant above-mentioned ( at Thc Pre- 
Edinburgh ) is ſaid to be the Defence of Chriſts Goſpel, and. his tended 
Congregation, and of every Member of it againſt all Oppoſers, to Ends of the 
the Death. The Second at Perth goes further, and extends to af © 
perſons that ſhalltrouble them upon what pretence ſoever. - In the 
Third at Sterling they bind themſelves from any Correſpondence 
with the Queen, . ether byWord, or Writing. In the Fourth at Leith 
they Covenant a Direct Revolt, and the reducing of all men by 
Force, that are not of their Opinion. . Intheir Laſt Bond, at Ayr, 
they declare againſt all men as Enemies that ſhall not "w—_ to their, 
Government.. And upon the whole matter, they fonnd all their 
ſubſequent Proceedings npon the Obligation of the Firſt Cove- 
nant for the Defence of Chriſis. Goſpel. 

The Pretext of the Scottiſh Covenant in 1638. was the Defence 
of the King's Majeſty, kis Perſon, and Authority in the Defence, and 
Preſervation of the True Religion, Liberties, and Laws of the King- 
dom : as alſo-the Mutual Defence, one of another, againſt all forts 
of perſons whatſoever. 

And the Engliſh Proteſtation of 1641. Tooks the very ſame way, 
viz, for the Maintenance of the Dottrine of the Church of England ; 
the Power and Privileges of the Parliament, and Liberty of the 
Subject. And what's the very Title of their Sole-m League and 
Covenant, in 1643. but Reformation, and Defence of Religion; the 
Honour, and Happineſs of the King ; the Peace, and Safety of the 
three Kingdoms ? 

So ſoon asever they had by theſe ſpecious appearances decoy'd 
an Inconſiderate part of the Natian into the Net, they emproy'd 
the Fraud by expoinding upon all their Bonds and Covenants, quite 
contrary to the Common Intent, and acceptation of the ſame. And 
made way thereby to the Deſtruction of all thoſe Intereſts which - 
the people thought they had Sworn to preſerve. But the Snbject 
was ſo hamper*d betwixt the dread of the Oarh, among thoſe _ | 
id: 
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did not underſtand the Nullity of the Obligation ; and the Fox. 
feiture of Life, Fortune, and Eſtate, if they ſhould not purſix it 
accordiog to the Oraculous ſence of them that Impos'd it, tha 
betwixt their Conſciences, their Saferties, and Eſtates, they were in 
a great ſtraight. He that conſiders the Solemn, and the awful 
Circumſtances that accompanied the taking of theſe Engage- 
ments ; the /:fting up of the Eyes and Hands ; the atteſting of Al. 
mighty God ; the Inyocations of the Great Name of the Lord, and 
their appeals zo the Searcher of all hearts ; and compares their 
Att ings with their Proteſtations, will find them perhaps the moſt 
Impious, and extravagant Contradiction-in Nature. And That) 
the thing next to be Obſerv'd in a View of the Fabrick they raiſed 
upon this .goodly. Foundation. 


After this Hypocriſic in the very Frame of their Project, there 
awas but little of Good Faith-to be expected in the Menage of it: 
And all their Covenanss, under Colour of Reforming the Govern 
ment, were both in Conſtruction, and in effect, but fo many 
Oaths for the Ab;uring of it z and the ſetting up of a more Blaſphe- 
mors Oracle in the Name of Chriſt Jeſus, than ever was filenc 
at his taking Fleſh upon him by his Holy Power. I call theirC« 
wvenants, Oracles; as well in reſpect of the nſpiration, as of the 
Impoſture. But we ſhall better underſtand them, by Tracing 
their Motions from one Uſurparion to another. 


The ſteps By Letters from Sterling of March 10. 1556. Knox was invited 
by which from Geneva, with This Aſſurance, That the Faithful in Scotland 


the Holy were ready to jeopard their Lives, and Goods for the ſetting forward 4 


—_—_— of the Glory of God, as he would permir. Theſe Letters came to 
intoa Di- 11S Hand in ay. And in Seprember following ( with the privi 
rc Rebel- ty, and encouragement of Calvin ) he left Geneva, and Oftob.24 
lion. .arriv'd at D:epe,(with intent to Imbark for Scotland) where hemet 
with other Letters, diſſwading his return. (See his Hiſtory of 
Scotland, Fol. 107.) The FaCtion was now ready to give up the 
Cauſe ; and had undoubtedly ſo done, but for Knox his Letter 
to ſome of the Nobility upon that Occaſion ; which re-confirm'd 
them in their Reſolutions. Your Brethren ( ſays he ) are Oppreſ'4 
( Fol. 109. ) and you ought ro Hazard your own Lives, ( be it agaun 


Knees or Emperours ) for their Deliverance. ( So that here ws | 
Violence intended, you ſee, in the wy firſt Propoſition. ) By the Þ 


[nſtigation of this Letrer, they enter'd into their firſt Quan N 
fſ- 
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Edinburgh n Decemb. 1557.( Fol.110. )and immediately after the 

Subſcribing of it, they Order®d the Common Prayer ( of England ) 

to be read weekly on Sunday, and other Feſtival days, in all the Pariſh- 

Churches of that Kingdom, with the Leſſons wi the Old and New 

Teſtament, Conformed to the Bookof Common Prayers. (Fol.111.) 

Soon after This, they Petition'd the Queen and Council for the 
Uſe of the Common Prayer in the Vulgar tongue, which was 
granted them, with an exception only to Edinburgh, and Leith, 
tor fear of Tumults : And upon the Neck of this Perition, follows 
a Proteſt ation, deliver*d in Parliament, 1558. againſt all Atts. of; 
Parliament for the puniſhing of Hereticks;, the Removal of all Pre- 
lates, and their Officers from any place of Fudgment : ( Fol. 133. ) 
Foretelling, by way of Menace, that if Abuſes ſhould chance ro be 
Violemly Reform"d, the Government may thank, it ſelf. From Pro- 
reſting they Gather'd themſelves together, atSt. Johnſton, the Town 
Declaring for them. Hereupon, the Preachers were Summon'd 
to appear at Srerling, May 10. 1559. Andon the other fide, The 
Brethren Concluded that the Gentlemen of every Country ſhould accom- 
pany their Preachers, to the Day, and Place g—_ : that 1s, to 
St. Johnſton, where they had their firſt Aſſembly. Upon this Con- 
rempt, the Miniſters were Proclaim*d Traytors, and the Multi- 
tude fell to the Demoliſhing, and Rifling of Religions Houſes ; 
where they found great Booty ; 'and fo they Proceeded to the for- 
tifying of themſelves, and calling in of their Friends to their 
Aſliſtance , maintaining their ground by Force, notwithſtanding 
A Proclamation for all of them to avoid the Town, under the pain of 
Treaſon : ( Which place ſoon after was deliver'd up upon Come 
poſition ) From the pretence of Defending theraſelvesn St.Fohn- 
ſton, they advanc'd, ſhortly after, to the Aſſaulring of it ; and ſo 
the Burning of Scone; the Seizing of the Minting-Trons for the 
Coyning of their Plate. And then from Monaſteries, and Abbies, 
they went forward to the Defacing, and Pillaging of Cathedrals . 
Parochial Churches ; and there were few Chancels that ſcap*d them. 
In their Anſwer to the Queens Proclamation of Aug. 28. 1559. 
they riſe from matter of Religion, to matter of State. ( Knox 
Hiſt. of Scorland,Fol.174.) And in direct Terms, Fol. 179. They 
affirm, that it appertaineth to the Nobility, 2nd alſo tothe Barons, 
and People, to bradl the Rage, and Fury of miſled Princes; which 
was only a Prologue to the Formal, and Solemn Depoſal of the 
_ Regent at Edinburgh, Oftob. 24. 1559. that enſu'd. After 
This ; they emplor'd aid from England, under Colour of main- 
D taining 


TTRANNYT 


taining their aftcient Liberties. And the Treaty was ſign'd at Ber. 
wick, by the Commiſſioners of both Nations, Feb. 27. 1559. 

By theſe Perſecutions they hrought the Qurex Regent to he 
They perſe- y r 
cured rhe Grave; athdupon her Death, a Peace was concluded ;z the Ar. 
Oueen Re- mies'to Disband, and the French, and Engliſh Succours to return 
gent ino Home. In Decemb. 1560. Francs the Second of France departed 
ber Grave« this Life 3 leaving the Queen of Scors an Unfortunate Widow; 
Poor, and Helplefs. They were now out of fear of France, and 
there was no danger from England, in regard of the Queen of 
Scots pretenſions to that Crown ; ſo that they reſoly*d now to 
play their own Game z and their firſt Act was the Aboliſhing of 
the Common-Prayer ( ina Convention at Edinburgh ) which they 
had formerly embrac'd, and Confirm®d by a Solenin Decree, and 
Subſcription : and: the Preſenting of a Chkurch-Goverpment of 
Knox*s own Contrivance, and not much differing from pdGens- 
va-Model, to a Convention of the Eſtates; under the "Tir 
The Confeſſion of the Faith, and” Dottrine, belicyed, and Profeſſed 

by the Proteſtants of Scotland. . 'The States took time to con 
: der of the Form of Polity ; but pafs*d an Att however for the 

Demoliſhing of Cloyſters, and Abby-Charches. Whereupon ( fa 
Spot ſmood in his Church-Hiſtory, Fol. 175. ) there enſwd a Pirif 
- em of Churches, and Church-Buildings. No difference wa 
made, but all the Churches either Defaced, or PulPd to the Ground. 
The Holy Veſſels, and whatſoever elſe men could make gain of, ( u 
Timber, Lead, and Bells ) were put to Sale. The wery Sepulchres 
of the Dead-were nor ſpar"d.. The Regfters of the Church, and L;- 
bravies caſt into the Fire : and all this, colour d 'with the Warrant of 
Publick- Authority. Take notice here, that after the Convention 
was Diſſolv*d, their Book of Polity was Subſcrib?d, notwithſtand- 
ing the Poſt-poning of the Queſtion. And we ſhall ſee now, that 
they treated the Queen her ſelf no better than they had done the 


Queen Regont. 


The daugh- Upon this Nice Juncture of Affairs, the Queen was Invited 

ter bd xo home. And Ave. 20. 1561, She arrived at Leith, declaring upon 

beter her Entrance, T hat there ſhould no Alteration be made in the preſent 

_ -- State of Religion, only for her Self, and Family ſhe would have 4 

hats Maſs tnprivate. But the Preachers decrying that Toleration. i 
their Pulpits, produced a Dangerous Tumult 'apainſt the Freedon 
of her own Chappel. 


After ſeveral Riots, and open Rebellions, which were ſtill pro- 
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moted, 
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moted, and ſeconded by ' the Prezbytery; In Fuly 1564. the 
Queen was Marry*d to the Lord Darnly; 2nd Fane. 19. 1566. 
brought to bed of a Son ( afterwards James VI. ) inthe Caſtle of 
Edinburgh. In 1567. they ſent the Queen Priſoner to Lochlevin, 
and paſs'dan Act of Aſlembly for the Securing, and Diſpoſing of 
the perſon of the Infant-Prince ; with Direction to move the 
Queen to a Reſignation of her Government, and the appointing of 
a Regent, during his Minority ; which by Force, and Menaces, 
her Majeſty was compell'd to do ; and her Renunciation, and Com- 
miſſion Publiſh'd at the Aarket-Crofs at Edinburgh, the Prince bes 
ing Crown'd, and Anointed King, in the Church of Strivelin 
the Third day after the Publication, being Fuly 29, On'the 20: 
of Auguſt, the Earl of Aſurray was Elected Regent : King Fames 
being as yet but Thirteen months old. Arthe beginning of the 
Spring, 1n 1568. the Queen made her efcape, and was convey*d 
to Hamilton, where ſeveral Lords\meeting in Council, her Re- 
fenation was declar*d Yoid, ( as extorted by fear )-and Proclama- 
ton iſſu?d againſt the Rebels-that had Uſurped her Authority. 
The diſpute, in ſhort, was brought to a Battle, Afay 13.the Queens 
Army Defeated, and ſhe her ſelf fled into England for ProteCti- 
on; where the Faction never left the perſute of her, till they 
brought her to the Scaffold. But here you?l ſay there was a Fo- 
reign Tutereſt, and Popery in the Caſe. - If that were all, how came 
it that they handled the Young King at as courſe arate every jot 
as they had treated his Mother ? tho? their Natural Prince, and 
afterward, the Celebrated Champion of the Proteſtant Cauſe. 


The Government of - Scot/and had. been Adminiſtred by Four 7p wear. 
Regents, when, upon the Earl of Mortor?s deſire to be Diſcharg?*d ed Xirg 
of his Regency, the King ( not twelve years old as yet) accepred James as 
of it ; and his acceptation thereof was Proclaim*d at Edinburgh, wy = 
March 12,1577. where the Regent himſelf was aſſiſting. As an y; a,, 


earneſt of the reſpect they bare to his Majeſties Authority, An- 
drew Melyil efuete Form of Church Government to the Par- 
liament at Sersveling, in 1578. which they referr?d to certain Com- 
miſſioners, who agreed to ſuch General Heads as did not touch the 
Authority of the King, nor prejudg the my of the State. But 
this did not content them ;, ſo that they reſolvd to put their Concly- 
ſrons in Prattice the next Aſſembly, without ſtaying for a Ratifica- 
tin ( Spotſwood's Hiſt. Fol. 302.) In Glaſgow, the next Spring, 
the Miniſters _put the Magiſtrates of 5. Ciy upon Demoliſhing 
| 2 the 
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the Cathedral, but the Tradeſmen: Interpos'd, and Defended it. 
In 1582. Montgomery was Procets*d for Preaching at Glaſoon : 
The King by his Warrant commanded the Aſſembly to defi, 
which the Moderatour pcremptorily refus*d, and thereupon, the 
Officer pull*d him from his Seat, and Clap'd him op in the Tol- 
buyth; for which they Decreed him to be Excommunicate, tho? 
the King himſelf earneſtly perſwaded them to the contrary. 
After this Contempt of the Kings Authority, they made a Vio- 
lent Seizure of his-Perſon, and carry*d him Priſoner to the Caſtle 
of Ruthen, where they kept him cloſe Nine Months; forcing hin 
by a Writing under his hand, to command the Duke of Lexoxty 
Depart the*Kingdom,. and Impoſing upon him what Servants they 
pleas*d, under pretence of Zeal ro Religion, and Care of his Per- 
fon. They did alſo Petition the next General Aſſembly at Edin- 
burgh, to give their ſenſe of the Attion :- Who inade themſelys 
RR and did ſo highly approve of it, that they appointed 
all Miniſters to recommend the Attors of it, as good Chriſtians, and 
Patriots, pretending, that, there. was no other -way to preſerve their 
Religion and Freedoms.. And yet this Duke. dy'd OE after. in 


France, of the Reformed Communion. For the Countenanceof Y 


this Proceeding, they force the King ( being-but Seventeen year 
of age) to emit a. Proclamation, commanding all thoſe that had 


Levy'd any Forces npon pretence of bis Reſtraint, ro Disband within Þ 


Six hours,” upon pain of Death; and Declaring that he was at Li- 


berty, and had only bis Friends about hizt.. In the Summer follow- 3 


ing, under Colour of Viewing the Caſtle of St, Andrews, It ws 


contriv*d that the Gates: ſhould be ſhut upon his Followers, and 
{o he deliver*'d himſelf from his Guard. It would be but the © 
ſame thing over again, to Enumerate the Repeated Uſurpations 
of their Government, and the Contumacy of their Miniſters: KF 
their Rebellious practices at, Srriveling, Glafoow, &c. and that 


Horrid Outrage againſt the Oftavians in Edinburgh, Decemb. 11 
1596. When the King appoints a — they Indit a Faſt : The 
Council Orders the. Miniſters of Edinburgh to give Thaxks for his 


Majeſties Deliverance from Gowry*s Conſpiracy: Their Anfſwe! 3 
was, That they. were not acquainted with the BuſineF. And whet 


it was urg*d; that they were only to affect the People with the 
Senſe of his Majeſties having ſcap*d a great Danger, they Reply'l, 


That mothing ſhould be wtter*d in the Pulpit, but that whereof the ; 
Truth was kyown. Nay, they would not fo much as pray for the Þ 


Kings Mother, when her Death was Refoly*d upon, tho? the 
| very 
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very Form was preſcrib'd in the moſt Innocent Terms imegiaahle, 
viz. That it might pleaſe God to. Tiluminate her with the Light of his 
Truth, and ſave her from the apparent Danger wherein ſhe was caft. 

And This would have been the Ifſue too of the Engliſh Project The Con- 
under Queen Elizabeth , as appears by the Infolence of their De- ſir —_— 
mands, and the Virulence of their Writings, if the Conſpiracy —_ 
had not been nipp?d in the Bud. was nipp'd 

in the Bud. 

The Scottiſh Inſurreftion in 1637. was only their Old Method. The Scotch: 
Reviv*d. Of which in a few woxds, out of the Kings Declaration Rebllion 
© upon That Subject. 50 of 1637» 
p Upon occaſion of a Seditious Uproar at Edinburgh, Oftob. 18. TheRiſe, 
® 1637. his Late Majeſty order*d the diſcharge of all ſuch Meetings, Method, 

upon pain of Death. And his Proclamation, being publiſht'd at _— f it 
Sterling, Lithgow, and Edinburgh, was encounter*d with a Pro- 5” : 
teſtation againit it, . atthe ſame Times, and Places. and with the 
fame Solemnity, as.if they had been both by the ſame Authority. 
Immediately upon this Aﬀront, the Proreftors erect Publick, T ables 
of Council for ordering the Aﬀairs of the Kingdom without the 
conſent of the King, and in contempt of his Majeſty and Coun- 
& cil. At theſe Tables, having firſt. agreed upon their Covenant, 
= they conclude upon certain Propoſitions of Tnſtruition to the party. 
No Anſwer muſt be made to State-Queſtions without Advice. All 
Proclamations to be Proteſted againſt , and to take nothing for Sa- 
tisfattion, leſs than their whole Demand. This way of Anti- 
Proteſting they made uſe of. from firſt to laſt. Upon his Majeſties 
Proclamation for Dillolving the Aſſembly at Glaſgow 1638. they 
= «C«Aidnot only —_— and Refuſe ro Depart, but Cited the Kings 
= Council that Sign*d the Proclamation, to appear before the K ing. and 
Parliament, In This their Proteſt ation, his Majeſty obſerves Ele- 
ven Nullities ; and that 1» one Hour they made void Six General 
Aſſemblies ; tho? Two of them wholly, and the Qther Four, in 
part, were Ratifi'd by Acts of Parliament. In another Hour, they 
damwd all the Arminian Tenets, without defining what they were. In 
another Hour they depriv'd one Arch-Biſhop, and Two Biſhops, And in 
one hour more, hoy Aboliſh'd Epiſcopacy ; Depoſing Four Biſkops, 
barely upon a Libel read im the Pulpit, without Examining any One They Levy: 
Witneſs againſt them; and only for the Crime of Obeying Parlia- Arms «- 


_ ans 
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ments, and General Aſſemblies. g4inſt the 

All this they do, as having the Cognition of Eccleſiaſtical Mar- Xi"s for 

= | . the Glory; 

ters. They Arm the Subject; Block, up, and Force. the Kings of God; 
F 


orts, 


Forts, and Caſtles; Intercept Viftuals, and Ammunition for theip 
Relief ;, Tax the People ;, Levy Soldiers againſt the King ;, ue ou 
Warrants to Sheriffs for Commiſſioners of Parliament ; and w 

they are ask*d why they dotheſe things ; *T's for the good of the 
Church, ( ſay they ) the Glory of God; and the Preſervation of Re- 
ligion, ( Kings Declaration, pag. 415-) Theſe are the men that 
bind their Kings in Chains, and their Nobles in Links of Iron, ac. 
cording to the very Letter. And you ſhall now ſee that the Eng- 
liſh-Covenanters are as good Text-Proof as their Brethren. Take 
Notice here, that my Obſervations are reſtraird ſimply to the 
actings of the Presbyterians, without Imputing any thing to Then 


that wes done by the Influence of the Independents. 


It appears from what is already ſaid, that the Name of God wy 
Tre re (he Prologue to Both Rebellions : The Form, and Dottrine of the 


tices of the 


Scotch,and Engliſh League, the very Tranſlation of the Scottiſh : It reſts now 
Engliſh to thew, that the Exgliſh Prattices are ſo likewiſe ; and how far 
compar'4, they have put their Seditious Poſitions in Execution. What was 
the Engliſh way of Remonſtrating, and Declaring, but the Scottif 
Mode of Protefting ? The General Aſſembly declines the Kings An- 
thority in the Caſe of Treaſon ; and ſo did the Houſe of Commons, 
in the Caſe of their Members. The £Xirk, refus*d to pray for the 
Queen; and onr Mock-ParlFament made it Penal to pray for the 
King; and they both of them took upon themſelves to Convent 
Aſſemblies ;, Impoſe Oaths, and Subſcriptions by their own power: 
To Baniſh the Kings Servants, and Scandalize his Miniſters : and 
with a Scottiſh Grace the Engliſh Fattion telis the King, in anſwer 
to one of his Declarations, that bw Suggeſtion is as falſe us the 
Father of Lies can Invent. As they agreed in the Intent of the 
Reformation, So did they alſo in the Manrer of it. They alarnd 
the City of London at Midnight, that the King was coming with 
his Papiſts to fire the Town, and burn the Citizens in their Beds; 
( the Common pretences of Scotland) And after the Scortiſh Me- 
thod too, they Rifled Wincheſter-Church in 1642. Burnt the Com- © 
munion-T able in an Ale-Houſe ; brake open ſeveral Leaden Cheſts, © 
wherein the Bodies of ſome of the Saxon Kings were Depoſited; 
Caſting the Duſt into the Air ; and throwing the Bones of them at Þ 
the Windows : Hacking with their Swords the Crown that was thert 
upon the very Statue of the King, With the ſame Barbariry they 
proceeded at Chicheſter, where they pickt out the 


bis Pitture ; ſaying, that ail this 


of 


long of hu 


Eyes of Edw. Vl. 
Book, of Common 


Preyer, 


” wo 
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Prayer. At Canterbury, and Rocheſter they did the like, and turn'd 
the Church of St. Paul, both into a Stable, and an Ale-Howuſe, It 
might ſerve, in one word for all, to fay, that they have put all 
their Poſitions before ſpoken of in Practice. 

The Two Houſes, by their own Authority, ſet up Ordinances ; 
for Laws ; ſetled the Militia; ſtiPd themſelves the Supreme Fu- — 
dicature of the Kingdom ; chang®d the Whole Frame of the Go- He Two 
vernment ; puniſh'd thoſe as Traytors that ſerv? the King z Seiz?d Houſes. 
the Kings Forts, Towns, Magazines, and Revenues; Raisd an 
Army againſt him ; Impos'd Taxes, Exciſe, Cuſtems; took away 
Teifapary, and the Common-Prayer, and fſctled the Dircitory ; 
Proclaimd Fafts ; ſpoiPd the King of his Authority, made him 
a Priſoner, under Colour of taking him into Prorettion ; and then 
for a Sum of Money, with Judas, betray'd their Maſter to be Cru- 
cif d. F | 
or this ard more was not only the Effet of the Covenant, but 74, Ri 
the very Drift, and Meaning of it ; as appears by the Artificial gours of 
Emprovement of it to all their purpoſes : ( being the very Teſt the Cove- 
of the Faction.) No man was allowed to practiſe the Law, no man 
admitted into the Miniſtry,that had not taken it; and it wasIm- 
pos*d, under a Penalty upon the whole Nation. And then after the 
Taking of it,it was made Death for any man to return to his Allegi- 
ance ; and all the Deſerters of the Conſpiracy,that were murther*d 
under a Form of Juſtice, were put to Death for Breach of Covenant. 

When the late King, Aay 1646. 1n his Diſtreſs, apply*d him- 74-' &irz 
ſelf to the Scorch, and they receiv?d him, as into Protection ; #tray'4, 
his Friends were kept from him at Newcaſtle, by as ſtrift an Or- = Sold 
det, as afterwards at Holdenby. But they Formaliz*d the matter yu FL 
however, * how Baſe a thing it would be for Scotland to Deliver up ſtreſs. 
their King ; and how Inconſiſtent with the Duty of their Covenant, *Low.on's 
end how Diſhonourable to the Army ; to whom 1n his Extreme Dan- cond 
ver he had Recourſe for Safety. The Scorch Commiſſioners alſo — at 
azeravating the Matter. || If zt beFontrary( ſay they) tothe Law, — 
A Common Pr attice of Nations, to deliver up the meaneſt. SubjeFt, 6, 1646. 
fied to them, tho? it be for the greateſt Crimes; How much more would | Anſwer to 
the World abroad condemn our Army for a Baſe, Diſhonourable AR, the Yoe of 
if they ſhould deliver 7 their Head, and Soveraign ( having caſt —_ 24. 
himſelf into their Hands ) to be difpos"d of at the Arbitrament of an= * © 
other Nation ? Nay, ( ſays the Chancellour ) 7 ſhall deſire that the 
Word of Diſpoſing of the Kings Perſon, may be rightly underſtood ; 
for to Difpoſes be Kings Perſon, as Both Houſes, or both King- 


doms 
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doms ſhall think. fit, may in ſome ſence, be to Depoſe, or worſe, But 
alas ! theſe ditticulties only ſtuck till the price was agreed upon, 
How ſtiffthey were, till the Bargain was ſtruck, and after tha 
how Flat, and Supple ! For then he tells his Majeſty plainly, If he 
refuſes the Propoſitions, both Kingdoms will be conſtrain'd ( for the 
mutual Safety ) to agree, and- ſettle Religion, and Peace without hin. 
And he is told afterward by the pretended Declaration of the King- 
dom of Scotland, of Jan. 16. 1646. that by reaſon of his Refuſal 
there would be a Joynt Courſe taken by both Kingdoms concerning the 
Diſpoſal of his Perſon. And then alittle afrer, [' with reſpett had 
ro the Safety, and Preſervation of his Royal Perſon, * In thepre- 
ſervation, and Defence of the True Religion, and Liberties of 
the Kingdoms. According to the COVENANT, &c.] 0x 
Feb. 12. They Exhorttheir Covenanted Brethren ( the Aſſembly 
at Weſtminſter ) to hold faſt their Solemn League, and Covenant ; 
Entertain a Brotherhood, and Unity between-the Nations ;, but nat 
a Syllable of the King. And again Far. 18. the General Aſſembly 
of the Kirk preſſes the Two Houſes to a ſpeedy Eſtabliſhment of 
the Presbyrery. ( And here again no mention of his Majeſty.) 
But what's the Sum'now of theſe Propoſitions that ſtand in Com- 
petition with the Kings Freedom, Life, and Dignity ? Firſt, Onh 
the Fuſtifying, and Confirming of all they had done, Secondly, The 
giving away of the Militia of England, and Ireland, for Twenty 


Years, with Power to Raiſe Men and Money. Thirdly, Hu Ms 


jeſty muſt Swear, and Sign the Covenant ; Impoſe it upon the Three 
Kingdoms; Aboliſh Epiſcopacy, and ſettle Religion, as Both Houſe 
ſpall agree. Fourthly, All Honours ( ſince 1642.) muſt be made 
Null and Void ; No Peers admitted in Parliament, for the Futur, 
but by Conſent of the Two Houſes, Fifthly, All Great Places, and 
Offices of Honeur in England, and Ireland, to be diſposd of by Conſent 
of Parliament ; and in Fine ; his Majelty muſt deliver to death, 
Beggery, and Scorn all that ever Servd him. ; 
hus was this Glorious Prinee Betray'd, and Sold, according t' 

the COVENANT. Here's the true Engliſh of it, and the Div- 
nity of that Aoloch, to which this Nation has offer*d up ſo many 
Noble Sacrifices. Are not our Fundamental Laws, Per ſons, Cir 

ſciences, and Eſtates, Secure, and Happy, under the Care ani Þ# 
Wing of ſuch Bleſſed Guardians ? How meanly haye we Profit: 

tuted the Reverence of the Land, and of the Government, tothe 

Luſts of theſe Imperious ſhameleſs Raviſhers ! Take notice here 
tone of the Xirks following Reſolves upon the main poi. 1 

queſt1os. 
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queſtion. Firſt, That the Kings taking of the Scotch Covenant, 
and paſſing Some of the Propoſitions, does not Warrant Scotland 
to Aſſiſt him againſt England. Secondly, That upon bare taking the 
National Covenant, they may not Receive him. Thirdly, that the 
Clauſe in the Covenant for Defence of the Kings Perſon, #s ro 
be underftood In Defence , and Safety of the Kingdom. Fourthly, 
That his Majeſty ſhall Execute no Power in Scotland, without ſa- 
tfying every Point, Fifthly, That refuſing the Propoſitions, 
he ſhall be diſpos*d of according to the Covenant, and the Treaties. 

Nor would the 1wo Houfts probably have ug?d him any better The Two 
if he had goneto them. For, upon his firſt withdrawing hiniſelf, Houſes as 
they Voted it Treaſon, and Death without Mercy, for any Man to bad #s the 
Harbeur, and Conceal the Kings Perſon, ( upon a Suppoſition that Scotch. 
kis Majeſty was then in London.) This was the 4th of May; and 
on the 6th, the Commons Voted him to Warwick Caſtle, which was 
Unvoted again, upon the grh; and in Fane, they Voted the 
Kings going to the SCOtS, 4 fig to prolong the War. 

Let me not appear to Confound the Faltion of Scotland with the It ws the 
Nation ; for no Country affords greater Inſtances of Integrity, and Fattion of 
Honour. Nay, I have heard it from good Authority, that the or/and, 
Kings going into Scotland, ( which he moſt earneſtly defir'd ) was 72 eNt 
carry'd in the Negative, only by Two Voices. Ruin'd the 

His Majeſty is now under the Care of his New Governours, and King. 

a Priſoner to the Covenanters at Holdenby ; where he defir'd only Thcir deat- 
two of his Chaplains that had not taken the Covenant ; and then i —_ 

a Common-Prayer Book, for his own private Uſe, but Neither could — 
be Grantcd him. ” 
At the Iſle of Wight, the ſame faCtion had the handling of him Their xi- 
again ; where they till Treated his Majeſty much at the ſame rate. gour at the 

And they us*d his Royal Succeſſor not much better in 1659. When, Iſle of 

to auſpicate the Project for the Recovery of his Crown, in the V8" 5 
very Dependence of a Treaty at Breda with him ; upon the In- yrrid 
ſtigation of the Kirk; they murther*d the Brave, and Generous Murther of 
Montrof,, with the moſt horrid Circuniſtances of malice Imagi- Montroſs, 
nable : and how they us'd the King himfelfafterward at his coming ,, 
among them, I am not willing to mention. " — 

Nay, when the T ime appointed by Gods Providence was come ſtifie the 
for the Reſtoring of the King, the Presbyrerian Miniſters in Lon- Murtber of 
don yubliſ'd a kind of Squinting Gratulation upon that Occaſion } #*c Zate 
as if Popery were coming in with his Majeſty for Company. And the Keſlas 
the ſame Party, upon the-Re- Admiſſion of the Secladed Members, , ni, of 
| E preſyd This, 
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eſs?d upon the Houſe of Commons theſe T wo following Votes; 
or the Juſtification of the Rebellion in 1641. and in order to the 
Excluſion of the Royal Party from the next Choice. 

1. I do Acknowledge, and Declare, that the War undertaken by 
Both Houſes of Parliament in their Defence againſt the Forces raii'd 
in the Name of the Late King, was Juſt, and Lawful ;, and that 
Magiftracy, and Miniſtry are the Ordinances of God. 

2. Reſoly*d thar All, and Every Perſon, who have adviſed, w 
Voluntarily aided, Abetted, Aſſiſted, in any War againſt the Parliz- 
ment, ( ſince the firſt day of Jan. 1641.) Hu, or Their Sons, ( un- 
lefs He, or They, have ſince manifeſted their Good Aﬀettions to This 
Parliament ) ſhall be Uncapable to be Eletted, to ſerve as Member; 
of the next Parliament. $9 that as their Fexd againſt Kings, is 
Implacable, their Averſion likewiſe to all thoſe that Zove their 
Prince, deſcends from Generation to Generation. 

How Inconſiſtent Presbytery is with Monarchy, 1s ſufficiently 
manifeſt. But they?l ſay tor themſelves, that Kings may be miſled, 
and that it is not the Form of Government that is Grieyous to 
Them, but the Male- Adminiſtration of it. To which, it may 
be Reply*d, that All Governours, under what Form ſoever, are 
to Them, Alike, where they themſelves are not Uppermoſt : and 
that the Reformation of Perſonal Failings will not do their Buſ- 
neſs without the Total Subverſion of all thoſe wholfom, and pro: 
table Laws that ſtand in the way of their Diſcipline : It being their 
Cuſtom to Reproach Princes, and their Anifters, for ſtraining the 
Prerogative, while they Themſelves at the fame time, Uf 
over Kings, Parliaments, and People : and Trample under their 
Feet, all that is Sacred in Soctety, and Government; 


Princes, *tis true, may have their Errours, and their Paſſions; 
but what have the Innocent Laws done ? Are they Popsſhly Afﬀetted 
too ? But where ever Presbytery reigns, there-can be no Law, hut 
their own Will, Did they not ( in Scotland ) Damn Biſhops, as 
Anti-Chriſtian, and deprive Eccleſiaftiques of their Voices in Par- 
liament, Convention, and Council! notwithſtanding Three Ads 
of Parliament ;z that is to ſay, of 1584. 1597. and 1606. ex- 
preſly to the Contrary. And did they not pronounce the Acts of the 
Aſſemblies of Glaſzow, and, Perth to be Yoid, and Iltegal, tho? 
Enacted as Municipal Lawns ? Ask them now ( ſays his Late Ma- 
jeſty ; Large Declaration, pag. 416.) by what Authority they do 
tbeſe things, exprelly againſt Atts of Parliament, Atts of C ___ 
an 
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and As of General Aſſemblies. They Anſwer, that thoſe As of 
Aſſembly were unduly Obtained; and that now they have Reſcinded 
them. For Atts of Parliament, and Atts of Council, they Expreſ 
great Wondey that any man ſhould Queſtion their Authority over 
them : For if Chriſt be above the King, Chriſts Council wi lihe- 
wiſe be Supreme ; Parliaments being only the Council of the Kingdom. 
And for the Kings Py Council, an Juager, they muſt ſubmit to 
the Counſellors, and Judges under Chriſt, who ts the King of Kings. 
Nor is it all, that they aſſume to themſelves an Arbitrary Rule ; 
but whoever refuſes Subſcription, and Obedience to their As, and 
Decrees, ſtands Excommunicate without Mercy. And then ( if he 
perſiſt ) follows Out-Lawry ; Forfeitare of his Goods; his Revenxe 
for Life;, Letters of C ”= for the Seizing of his Perſon; and 
Cloſe Commitment as a Traytor. If he does not yet appear, they 
take out Letters of Intercommuning ; making it Treaſon to Re- 
ceive, or hold any Correſpondence with him, This is Executed by 
2 Warrant to the Civil Fudge from a Commiſſioner of the Presby- 
zery z and upon his Refuſal, to fee the Sentence put in Execution, 
he himſelf incurs = ſame Danger. _ 
And the fame Tyranny was Exercis*'d by the Two Honfes upon 
the Engliſh Gas 4 Whoſe Orders Ons Impos d = oo —_ 
Nation, for Laws, and Obedience requir'd to thent, under pain of Pretended 
” Life, Liberty, or Eſtate, at Pleaſure. Parliae 
What a Mockery is it now to talk of Religion, Kings, Parlia- T"'"* 
ments, or Laws, where the Dittates of Mechanicks ſhall Over- a. 
rule the Articles of the Apoſtolick, Faith ; and the Vote of a Se- 
ditious Conventicle, Difſolve the Order, and Authority of a Legal, 
and Eſtabliſh*'d Government ? 


The Tyranny of the Presbytery over the Conſciences, 
Lives, Liberties 4x4 Eſtates of the People. 


jet theſe Uſurpations upon the King, and the Government 
it ſelf, do Naturally preſuppoſe, and Imply an Oppreſfior 
upon the Subjett ; It will not be amiſs yet, more particularly to 
Expoſe the Inevitable, and the Scandalous Slavery of living under 


That Dominion, as well in regard of their Unlimired Power, as of 


their Inherent Cruelty, and Rigour. 
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In the matter of Conſcience, Life, Liberty, and Eftate, enoy 
is ſaid already in the very Caſe of their Covenants; wherein 00h 
out any reſpett to the Lawfulnef of the Thing, or the Conſcience 
of the Perfes, it was Sequeſtration, and Impriſonment, to Refuſe 
them, even where it was the Hazard of Damnation to Take them: 
and being once Engag*d, 'twas Death to Repent. 'The Hiſtory of 
Scotland abounds with Inſtances upon T his Subject ; but I ſhall ra. 
ther bring my Obſervations Home, to the Covenanters of our Onn 
Age, an Nation. : : 

TheTyran- The Early Plunders of Sir John Lucas, Sir William Boteler, the 

ny, Cruel- Lady Rivers ; with other Perſons of Eminent Condition, both 

ty, and 7,ay-men, and Divines, are to be read at large, with the Inhy- 

— mane Inſolences that were Atted upon their Perſons, and Re- 

__ lations, in Mercnrins Ruſtica : but the qr that follow'd 

Covenan- were ſo Great, and ſo Many, that theſe arc hardly worth the 

ters, Mentioning, and the Other would be too Tedious to Recite ; for 

the. Whole Story of the Rebellion was carry'd on with Rapine, 
and Bloud. How many Noble-mens Houſes were turn'd to Pri- 
ſons, without the Maſters knowing either his Accuſer, or his Of- 
fence ? Several Gentlemen of Quality put on Ship-board, and 
half ſmotker'd in the Heat of the Year; where they contratted 

Diſeaſes, and by an Arbitrary power were to have been Tranſpur- 

ted no body knew whither. Others were Sold for Slaves into 

Plantations : near 100 Miniſters were brought out of the Weſt, 

and Clapp'd up in Lambeth- Houfe, where almoſt all of. them wers 

deſtroy 'd by a Peſtilential Feaver. Nay ; ſo Profane was their 


Barbarity, that upon Sunday the 5th of March 1642. Dr. Feat- b 


p Preaching that day, at Lamberh-Houſe, order was given to diſ- 
® 


lve the Congregation, and the Reformers took with them ſome *3 


reat Guns to do the Work : At which time ſome miſchief was 

one, and there had been more, but for a Gentleman, who is at 
preſent an Eminent Perſon in. the City, who ſnatcht away the 
Linſtock, juſt 2s they were going to give fire upon the Congregs- 
tion, into the Quire of the Chappel. This I have upon the Cre- 
dit of a man of Worth, and Value. I could tell you of a Miniſter 
in Covent-Gardenthat refus'd Chriſtian Burial to the Body of 3 
Gentleman that was Quarter*d for his Loyalty; One that made 
it. a Moot-Point, upon an Anniverſary Faſt, whether or no tlit 
Kings Death were a_ Murther. . 
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And theſe People were as well the Maſters of our Eſtates, as of Thy Di 

our Perſons : ( See Scobelf's Collettion of Atts, and Ordinances) by ſeed of : 

their own-power, taking upon them to Sequeſter Delinguents ;, bor- dM 
row Money upon the Publick Faith ; gathering of other peoples ſons, ar 
Rents, and Debts ;, Levying of Money ; Raiſing of Horſe ; Aſeſ- Pleaure, 
ſing at Pleaſure z Sequeſtring Church and Crown- Lands; Gulling 
the people with 1riſh Adventures; Laying new Impeſts ;, Autho- 

© rizing the breaking open of Locks; and Examining upon Oath, 

= for Diſcovery of Delinquents Money, and Goods ; Raiſing, Con- 

* rinzing, and Setarging ſeveral Exciſes; Borrowing Money for 

|” theScots; Taxing the Whole Nation ; Appropriating the Profits of 
Tonnage, and Poundage to themſelves; cemponnding for Ward- 
ſkips : Beſide their Impoſitions of a Weekly Meal ; their Monthly 
Aſſeſſments ; and other Impoſitions upon the people to Incredible 
Value, and without any Colour of Law. 


As there is 0 Freedom either of Conſcience, Perſon; or Eſtate, Thcie $can- 
under their Boundlefs Dominion ; ſo there's no living under them, dalow and 
with either Peace, or Reputation. If a Man and a Woman live in Uncbari- 
ſuch a manner of Converſation, that it is poſſible for them to- be !45/e Cem 
Lewd together in. private, the Presbytory (hall take it for granted Favehs 
that they are ſo 3 and without any Evidence, require then pub- 
lickly the next Lords day, perhaps, before the Congregation to 
diſcharge themſelves upon Oarh that they are I-mocent. Which if 
they do, and that they purge themſelves of the ſuſpetted Crime, | 
they ſhall yet be forc'd to: do oper Penance for their Mizbehaviour. 

But if two perſons ſhall be Preſented, under a Suſpicion of Incon- 
tinence, and that being Conven'd, and Examin*d, there ſhall ap-- 
pear any ſtrong Preſumptions that they are ſo; tho' there be no 
Proof in the Caſe, they ſhall yet be made Cloſe Priſoners, to feed 
\ &® on Breadand Water, and no body to come at them; totry, if ei- 
, © therby Proof, or Confeſſion, any thing can be made out againſt 
© them by the next Conrt-day: If not, they 2re diſiniſt, but upon 
© Condition, that if ever they be ſeen together again, unleſs in the 
© Church, or in the Market, it ſhall be taken pro Confeſſo that they 
| areGuilty, There was a Huband that confeſſed to his Wife ſorae 
Faults that he had committed, and She out of Zeal told a Presby- 
terian Miniſter the Story ; for which the AMiniſter very fairly Con- 
vented him, and made him do Publick, Penance. This Practice has 
| © Prted many wen and their. wives; andſtirr'd up. Feuds never to 
& be 
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Sc Reconcil'd. Nay a man ſhall not Sue for a Debt upon a Bond, 
or a Landlord, for his Rent, but the Presbytery [hall take the 
Judgment of it to themſelves, as a Courſe Scandalous to the Pro- 
feſhon, where any of their own Gang is concern'd. They mit 
have an Oar in every Boat. In Scotland they interpos'd in the 
Buſineſs of Salt-Pans, — Fairs, and Markets ; and 
fell heavily upon fome Scorr:iſh Merchants in Edinburgh, for car. 
rying Wheat to Spain in a time of Dearth. But the Trade of 
Wax thither, was Unpardonable, as not only feeding Gods Ene- 
mics, but maintaining their 1dolarry. To ſy nothing of the aþ- 
{urdity, in their Conſtitution, of making Tradeſmen Fudgpes ig 
Matters of Faich; and the Unmannerly temper of it, where x 
T aylor., or a Shooe=maker ſhall Sit, and Vote Cheek by Jowl with 
his Soveraign, 


Having made a Faithful Report of the Pretended Powers, the 
Avow'd Principles, and the Open Prattices of theſc Troublers of 
our Iſrael, ſo far as the Diſcovery may honeſtly conduce to om 
preſent purpoſe ; we ſhall now Iay open the Myſteryof Iniquity, in 
the Secret Contrivances of their Cabal ; and upon no leſs Autho- 
rity, than the Faith, and Honour of King Charles the Martyr, in 
his Remarques upon the Proceedings of, the Scottiſh Cope 
aanters. 

The device of our fanding Committees in 1641. with Subord- 
zation to the Cloſe Committee, was only an Imitation of the Prepare 
tory Tables of Advice in Scotland, with Subordination to their Ge F 
neral Table. And there, Effeftually, was lodged the laſt Reſult F 


Pattern of of Counſel. It was compos?d of men of Brains, Popularity, 
the Engliſh Boldneſt,and fuch as were moſt Obſtinately engag?d to the Fattin; 


Cloſe 


whether Preaching, or Ruling-Elders. The Acts of Aſſembly were 


Conuiit- Hut the Dictates of the General Table; as in England the Tm 


Tee, 


Houſes ſtill agreed to the ſenſe of the Cloſe Committee, Thereit 


was, that the abuſes of Government were Infpeted ; Reform | 


tions Modell'd ; Court-offices diſpos'd of ; all Confpiracies Form'd, F 


and Digeſted z and the Preachers expreſly directed what Points Þ 
to Preſs, and which Nail to drive. There can he no betterac- ÞÞ 
count given of their under-hand dealing, than they give of them- 

ſelves, in their two Private Papers of Inſtruttions ( Printed in the X 
Late Kings Large Declaration, Fol. 282. &c. with his Majeſtie F 
Notes upon them ) toward the Securing of a General Aſſenby Þ 


( which was to meet at Glaſrow, Nov. 21. 1638.) The oned Þ 


them 


) 
) 
} 
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them being direCted to one Lay-Elaer ; and the other, to ſome one 
Miniſter in every Presbytery, for the Packing of their Party. In 
the former of them you have in terms theſe following particulars 
in Charge. 


That ſome one Miniſter, and Gentleman in every Presbytery meet Thcir py. 
oft together, to reſolve upon the Particular Commi > Hoke to be Choſen, vate In- 
and uſe all diligence with the reſt of the Miniſters and Gentlemen, that ſirudtions, 


ſuch may be Choſen. 

And Becauſe nothing will avail ſo much for our purpoſe, where the 
moſt part of the Miniſters are diſaffetted, as that the Gentlemen be 
preſent to Vote in Presbyteries, it would be preſently tri'd whether 
this be put in Execution ;, and if the Miniſter be ſlow in urging it, 
the Gentlemen themſelves to urge it, and put themſelves in P:ſſeſſion, 

That they linger not, they would be urged again to ſend thetr Com- 
miſſioners to Edinburgh before the firſt of Oftober : by this we fball 
know our own ſtrength the better at our Meeting. 

And the Gentlemen ( at leaſt the greateſt part of them ) would be 
warned to be at Edinburgh, Scptemb. 20. And that only the Gentle 
men who are nam d Commiſſioners to the Presbytery for chuſing their 
Commiſſioners for the Aſſembly, with ſome to aſſiſt them, « A day 
ſtay at home, and thoſe to come away immediately after the Elettion, 

That in every Presbytery there be a particular Care taken of the In- 
formations againſt the Prelates, for Inftrutting our Complaints. 


The Other Paper of Private Inſtruftions of Aug. 27.1638. 
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Y by Private Inftruftions ſhall be diſcovered to none but to Bre- 
thren well affetted to the Cauſe. 

Order muſt be taken that none be Choſen Ruling-Elders, but Cove- 
nanters, and Thoſe well affetted to the Buſineſs. 

That where the Minifter u« not well Afetted, the Ruling-Elders 
be Choſen by the Commillioners of the Shire, and ſpoken to particu- 
larly for that Effect. : 

That they be careful no Chapter-men, Chappel-men, or a Mini- 
ſter, Juſtice of the Peace, be choſen, although Covenanters, ex- 
cept they have publickly renounc'd, or declar'd the Unlawfulnefs of 


ther Places. 


That 
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That the Ruling-Elders come from every Church in equal Nuy. 
ber with the Miniſters, and if the Miniſter oppoſe, tro put themſelyy 
#n Poſſeſſion, notwithſtanding any Oppoſition. 

That the Commillioner of the Shire cauſe Convene before him th 
Ruling-Elder of every Church, Choſen before the day of the Elettiny 
and enjoyn them upon their Oath, that they give Vote to none, but t 
theſe who are Nam'd already at the Meeting at Edinburgh. 

That mhere there is a Nobleman within the f oenar ns | the Presby- 
tery, He be choſen : And where there is none, there be Choſen aBz. 
ron, or one of the Beſt Quality, and he only a Covenantexr. 


zo. 


The Medly T he King obſerves ( Fol. 315.) that This Aſſembly of Glaſgoy 
of their had not ſo much as the Face of an Eccleſiaſtical mceting ; nor a Gong 
Aſgembly. wornby any Member of it, «unlefiuit was by one. or two Miniſters thu 
liv'd in the Town : The Appearance of itt wasin a manner, whe 
Laical. Among the. Members of it, were Seven Earls, Ten Lords, 
Forty Gentlemen, One and-Fifty Burgefles, many of them in Ce 
lour'd Clothes, and Swords by their Sides, all which did give Vacs, 
net only in very high Points of Controverſie, but alſo in the Sentency 
of Excommunication pronoxunc'd againſt the Biſhops, and Other. 
Nay, and all things in the Aſſembly carry*d by the Sway of theſe Lay- 
Elders; Inſomuch that it was.a very rare thing to hear a Miniſter 
ſpeak. there. 
The Gene. , Nowilet any-man judge whether this be a Chxrch- Aſſembly, or 
' ral Aſem. the Embryo of a Common-IWealth : A Conſcientious Conſultation iot 
bly is but the Reforming of Religion, or a Seditions Prattice for the Embrai- 
zbe Embr0 ing of the State. How applicable is that InveCtive againſt Po 
of 4 Com ( 1q the Libel concerning the Growth of it) to the Caſe of Prey 
mark, tery? The Power of it is Abſolute ( ſays the Author of it) and the 
Decree ts Infallible. It can change the very Nature of things, makry 
what is Juſt, t1 be Unjuſt, and what ts Vice, tobe Virtue, All Law 
are in the Cabinet of its Breaſt, and it can diſpoſe of a2 and 
Empires us it pleaſes. It makes it a Mortal Sin even to doubt of an) 
art of its Religion, and demands, under pain of Damnation, the 
Subjettion of all Chriſtians to its Authority, That Word of Refor- Þ 
mation miſapply'd, has ſerv?d it to juſtifie all the Executions, Aſaſ 
nations, Wars, Maſſacrcs, and Devaſtations, whereby the Diſciplm 
hath been Propagated. It ts almoſt Unconceivable how Princes canyt 
' ſuffer a.Power ſo Pernicious, and Dottrine ſo Deſtruttive to all 6+ 
wernment, Their ſtritt Oaths, and Vows of Obedience to the Presby 
tery Evacuate the Fealty due to the Soveraign, wn A 
ut 
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What difference now ( more than in the Name ) betwixt the 
Papal Tyranny, \as he has ſet it forth, and the Presbyterial, 2s it 
appears from ieir own Words, and Deeds ? What Power can be 
more Abſolute, or what Decrees more Infallible, than That of the 
Presbytery ; Which challenges Obedience to all its DiCtates, both 
from Prince, and People, under pain of Life, Liberty, Dominion, 
and Eftate? It Over-rules Laws ; ſers up Oaths of Treaſon againſt 
Oaths of Allegiance ; and covers the Crime of Rebellion with the 
Title of Yirrt#e. It takes upon it ſelf the Office of Chrifts Vicar ; 
Depoſes Kings; and: under the maſque of Relz970n, diſſolves the 
Order., and Amthority of all Governments. The King in ks De- 
claration before-mentiened, ( Fol..404. ) among other of their Un- 
chriftian Extravagancics, takes Notice of their Refuſal to Pray for 
Sir William Nesbett upon his Death-bed, becauſe he had not Sub- 


39 
Presbyte- 
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ſcrib'd the Covenant ; and that they did Formally bar non-Covenan- - 


ters from the Communion, in Expreſi terms with Blaſphemers, 
and Adulterers ; refuſing Baptiſm in the Churches of Miniſters that 
had not taken the Covenant, even to Children that were born in the 
ame Pariſh. 
The Unchriſtian Rigour of this Diſcipline # ſuch ( ſays the Au- 
thor of Toleration diſcuſs*d, pag. 334.) that It Crucifies weak 


Conſciences with Needleſs, Infinite, and Incurable Scruples, that . 


Haunt, Dog, and Torment us in the moſt — and Ordinary 
Attions of Humane Life : At the Church, at the T able, at the Mar- 


het, at Home, and Abroad : At all Times, in all Places, and upon - 


all Occaſions ;, in our Thoushts, Words, and Deeds, 


As to Exceſs in Eating ; Jt « Cenſurable either in the Quanti-' pxcers 3, 


ty, or inthe Quality. So that in the firſt place the Elderſhip is to Eating 
provide one Common Gage for the Stomachs of the Whole Pariſh, for Cenſu- 
fear of a Mouthful too much. Andin the ſecond place, It is made 1% 


a matter of Salvation, er Damnation whether a man Eats Beek, or 
Veniſon. | 


And ſo for Exceſsin APPAREL, one Inch more than to cover 11 Appare, : 


your Shame is a PR_ ; and One Peny more in the Pound than 
the Allowance of the Presbytery, # made 4s mucy as 4 mans Soul is 
Worth, 


It the ſame thing for VAIN WORDS. A Nurſe ſhall ;, 
x0t dare to ſtill her Child but with a Pſalm ;, and you muſt not preſume word;, - 


ſomuch as to ah, What a Clock it is, without 4 Text to prove that 
the Queſtion tends to Edification- 


F Nay 
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Nay they h;vedrann CHIDING within the —_— of Fe. 
cleſiaitical Cenſure. , So that Maſters ſhall not reprove their Ser. 
vants, mor Parents their Children, without Leave of the Elder. 
ſhip. And they have taken in BRAWLING roo; and mad 
every Billingſgate Quarrel . 4 Subjet# of Conſiſtorial Cogni- 
TANCE, : 

Under LEWD CUSTOMS zre Cenſurd all forts of Pub. 
lick Sports, Exerciſes, and Recreations that have been long in uſe, 
as havins their Origingl from the Times of Paganiſm, or Pope. 
ry, As Comedies, dats » Wraſtlings, Foot-Ball-Play, 
May-Games, Whitſon-Ales, Morrice-Dances, Bear-Batings,Gc, 
Al GAMES that bring Loſs, are alſo Prohibited 3 as Tennis, 


Bowls, Billyards, fc. And ſo are UNCOMELY GFE- 


STURES; Sothata man may be given to the Devil for Lyl- 
ling «por his Elbow, or Sitting «por hu Back-ſide before the Dez. 
con of the Pariſh, Nay, our very THOUGHTS are Cm 
urable, and *tis enough to be ſuſpcited, He that ſues to recovy 
a Debt ſhall be ſuſpected of Avarice; and he that refuſes 1 
Crouch like the Af nader the Burthen, ſhall be ſuſpetted f 
Pridc. 

To paſt now from their Rigours, to their Scruples 3; There goes 4 
Story of ſome of them that made it a Matter of Religion, to bil 
Bed, 4nd Ride Hobby-Horſes, becauſe it is ſaid, Except you be- 
come as little Children, you ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of 
Feaven. But Bancroft ( i2 his Holy Diſcipline, pag. 368. ) tells 
you of thoſe that made Hawking, and Hunting, an Womens liy- 
ins out of Hair, to be Caſes of Conſcience z aud Walker cor- 
ſults Field particularly, whether it be in any rejpett Toberable fur 
Women that profeſs Religion, and the Reformation, to wear Doub- 
Icts, Little Hats with Feathers ; Great Gowns after the French, 
and Ontlandiſh Faſhion ; Great Ruffs, and Hair, either Curl'd 
or FrizPd, or ſet out npon Wyres, &c. And Cholmlye d&- 
ſires to be refolv?d whether the ſtrick Prohibition of not Kind 
ling of fire oa the Sabboth be of the ſubſtance of the Moral Pre- 3 
CCDr. > 
= all theſe Scruples I find no difficulty made in the Caſes 
of Dethroning Kings; Demoliſhang Churches; Killing, and 
taking Pofſeſſion, ©&c. Butto conclude, with the Treatiſe afore- 
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From the Triple-Crown?d Conſiſtory z that Lords it over Souls, 
Bodies, and Eſtates; over Kings, Nobles, and Commons; over 
Laws, Magiſtrates, and all Sorts, and Ranks of er, and [n- 
tereſts; That I nrns Goſpel into Law; Communities into Deſerts ;; 
Men into Beaſts ; 


i Good Lord Deliver us. 


——c 


THE END. 


